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TO  THE 


READE 


Lt hough  I  have  in  Chap ,  V.  ex¬ 
plain'd  what  is  meant  by  Digits 
Eclipfed,  and  how  it  is  to  be 
under Jlood  ;  yet  for  the  Benefit  of 
thofe  that  may  not  underftand 
■of  the  Eclipfe  thereby 9  J  have 

pre~ 


To  the  Reader. 

prefxt  the  three  Cuts  in  the  Frontifpiece ,  and 
difiinguifbyd  them  by  Fig*  i.  Fig.  2.  Fig,  ?. 
The  uppermofl ,  er  Fig.  1.  [hews  fome  Light  on 
the  North ,  er  North  North-Eafl  Side  of  the 
SunJs  Body,  and  reprefents  the  Appearance  of 
the  Sun  at  Hull,  Stockton,  Newcaftle,  Car- 
lifle,  Chefter,  and  thofe  Northern  Parts . 
The  Cut  Fig.  2.  is  the  Appearance  of  the 
Sun  where  the  Eclipfe  is  total  ;  as  at  Wa - 
terford  in  Ireland,  alfo  at  Pembroke  in 
Wales,  Portfmouth,  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  &c9 
The  Cut  Fig.  is  the  Figure  of  the  Sun 
with  a  fmall  Thread  of  Light  on  the  South ,  or 
South  South-Weft  Side  of  the  Sun’s  Body ,  as 
it  will  appear  at  the  Lizard,  Falmouth,  &cs 
but  at  London  there  will  a  very  fmall 
Thread  of  Light  appear  on  the  North  Side  of 
the  Sun ,  according  to  the  Calculation ,  and  fo 
further  to  the  Northward  there  will  the  more 
Light  appear ;  nay ,  although  I  have  inferted  a 
Cut  Fig.  I.  to  give  a  general  View  of  the 
Sun  in  the  North  of  England,  yet  jlrictly 
there  will  be  more  Light  jeen  on  the  North 
Side  of  the  Sun  at  Newcaftle,  than  at  Hull; 
and  fo  in  proportion  as  Places  be  more  to  the 
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Northward^  and  the  fame  in  proportion  as  the 
Places  upon  the  Earth  that  have  the  Sun ,  en- 
lightned  on  the  South  Side ,  ly  more  to  the 
Southward . 

If  thofe  that  delight  in  thefe  fort  of  Stu- 
dies ,  and  are  fitted  with  proper  Infiruments7 
whether  in  England  or  Abroad ,  in  what  Part 
of  the  World  foever,  would  pleafe  to  be  curi¬ 
ous  in  obferving  carefully  the  Beginning ,  Mid¬ 
dle,  and  End  of  this  Eclipfe ,  with  the  Quan¬ 
tity  eclipfed ,  &c.  or  as  many  of  thofe  Parti¬ 
culars  as  their  Opportunities  will  permit,  and 
communicate  their  Obfervations,  they  would  be 
thankfully  received,  and  might  contribute  to  the 
confirming  the  Truth  of  our  prefent  Afironomi- 
cal  Table ,  or  to  the  making  them  more  perfetji 
and  ccmpleat ,  and  rectifying  their  prefent  £r« 
rors,  if  any  yet  remain » 


Hea^ 


To  the  Reader. 

i  .  ’  '  * 


i  (Sphere  A 

Heaven’s  great  Machine,  the  Motions  of  the/ 
Engafre  our  Minds,  as  Mufick  doth  the  Ear  5^ 
No  Harmony  fo  pleafant  can  appear  J 

Revolving,  to  appearance  with  Equation, 
Yet  alwavs  anfvver  ftritteft  Calculation. 

V  V 

(run, 

AVhilft  frightned  Mortals  from  their  Labour 
In  deep  Surprize,  to  fee  the  glorious  Sun 
Look  dark  and  black,  his  Face  behind  a 

(Veil* 

So  frighted  they,  their  Hearts  and  Spirits  fail : 
OurThoughtsofourCreatorfoar  much  higher, 
Not  only  Power,  but  Providence  admire. 
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CHAP.  I. 


0/  the  Certainty  of  Agronomical  Calcu ■■ 
lation 3  and  Tlanetarf  Influence, 


SHE  wonderful  Harmony  where¬ 
with  the  Heavenly  Bodies  perform 
their  various  Motions  and  Offices* 
and  the  Exaftnefs  of  their  feveral 
Revolutions,  juftly  render  them 
worthy  the  Obfervation  and  Con¬ 
templation  of  thinking  People,  and  may  be  a 
convincing  Argument,  that  the  immenfe  Number 
of  Fixed  Stars ,  and  the  Expanfe  in  which  they 
move  \  as  alfo  the  Erratkh ,  and  the  Order 
which  they  obferve,  were  made  for  higher  Purpo- 
fes,  than  for  the  meer  Speculation  of  humane 
Beings.  ' 

We  fee  how  by  the  indefatigable  Study  and 
Application  of  our  Modern  Anifts,  the  Motions 
of  the  Planets  are  fo  exa&ly  difcover.ed,  their 
Inequalities  fo  well  adjufted,  and,  in  ffiort,  the 
prefent  Aftronomy  founded  upon  fuch  a  true  and 
found  Hypothecs,  and  brought  fo  near  to  Per¬ 
fection,  that  it  is  not  now  thought  a  difficult 
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Task  amongft  Artifts,  not  only  to  afcerfain  thofe 
Points  previous  to  Eclipfes  in  general,  as  the 
Time  of  the  New  and  Full  Moon,  (which  are  all 
the  Times  at  which  Eclipfes  can  happen)  or 
whether  the  Moon  (hall,  in  her  Conjundion  with 
the  Sun,  pafs  over  his  Body,  and  thereby  hide 
his  Light  from  fome  part  of  this  Terraqueous 
Globe,  and  caufe,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  an 
Eclipfe  of  the  Sun  :  Or  whether  the  Full  Moon 
fhall,  in  her  Opposition  to  the  Sun,  pafs  through 
the  Cone  of  the  Earth’s  Shadow,  and  caufe  an 
Eclipfe  of  the  Moon,  or  go  clear  without  it  *,  we 
have,  I  fay,  acquired  not  only  the  exad  Know¬ 
ledge  of  thefe  general  Points  previous  to  Eclip¬ 
fes,  but  even  the  niceft  Particulars  in  Eclipfes 
themfelves^  nay,  in  thofe  of  the  Sun,  which  are 
the  moft  intricate  j  yet  it  is  evident  even  to  De- 
xnonftration,  that  we  are  come  to  a  Certainty  a- 
bout  them  as  to  Calculation,  and  that  even  to  a 
Second  of  Time. 

N.  B.  What  is  commonly  called  an  Eclipfe  of  the 
Sun ,  ought  rather  to  be  called  an  Eclipfe  of  the 
Earthy  for  the  Sun  at  thatEtme  fejfers  no  E- 
clipfe ,  only  the  dark  and  opake  Body  of  the  Moon , 
when  moving  in  or  near  the  Ecliptick ,  having 
little  or  no  Latitude ,  and  thereby  interpofmg  her 
felf  between  ns  and  the  Sun ,  deprives  us  of 
his  Light  \  and  that  is  what  we  call  an  Eclipfe 
of  the  Sun . 

Indeed  the  Cafe  is  otherwife  in  Eclipfes  of  the 
Moon  7  for  when  the  Moon  happens  to  be  in 
Oppoftion  to  the  Sun ,  and  hath  little  or  no  Lati~ 
tude*)  the  Earth  interpofeth  between  the  Sun  and 
her7  and  really  deprives  her  of  the  Light  of  the 

Sun ,  in  whole7  or  in  party  according  a *  fee  hat 
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more  or  lejs  vifible  Latitude ,  or  none  at  all  \  for 
the  Earth  always  moves  in  the  Eclifticky  and 
never  hath  any  Latitude* 

Nor  are  we  lefs  certain  in  the  folong  difputed 
Point  of  the  influence  of  the  Heavenly  Bodies  up¬ 
on  the  Earth,  and  upon  its  Production,  Elements, 
and  Inhabitants,  upon  which  much  of  the  Beauty 
and  Value,  as  well  as  the  Ufes  and  belt  Purpofes 
of  Aftral  Studies  do  depend. 

What  Ploughman  or  Farmer  knows  not  that 
the  Approach  of  the  Sun  towards  us,  (or  more 
properly  our  Approach  towards  him)  caufeth  the 
Spring  *,  that  his  Prefence  for  a  Time,  ripens  the 
Fruits  of  the  Earth  and  that  his  Abfence,  by  a 
Deprivation  of  Heat,  introduces  and  makes  way 
for  the  oppofite  Quality  Cold,  and  its  Conco¬ 
mitants  which  we  call  Winter*,  which,  during 
that  Deprivation  of  Heat  and  Nourifhment, 
does  in  fame  meafure  put  a  flop  to  ail  Vegeta¬ 
tion  ?  . 

What  common  Seaman  but  knows,  by  daily 
Experience,  that  the  Tides  are  governed  by  the 
revolving  Motions  of  the  Moon  *,  and  that  we 
can  as  certainly  (generally  fpeaking)  Predid  the 
Time  of  High  or  Low  Water  from  thence,  at 
any  known  Port  of  the  World,  as  we  can  the  Ap¬ 
proach  of  Night,  by  what  we  call  the  Setting  of 
the  Sun  ? 

Or  who  can  deny  what  Experience  has  fo  of¬ 
ten  confirmed  about  the  Influence  of  the  Moon, 
not  only  upon  inanimate  Bodies,  but  even  upon 
the  Bodies,  Tempers,  and  Sen  ces  of  Men?  How 
do  we  vifibly  difcern  the  Effed  of  the  Increafe  of 
the  Moon  in  Lunacies  and  Deliriums  among 
Men  ,  m  Moon-blind  Horfes  j  in  the  Delivery  of 
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Women  with  Child  ;  in  the  Return  of  acute 
Pifeafes;  and  even  in  the  Article  of  Death,  when 
Men,  who,  by  their  languifhing,  and  as  it  were 
ftruggling  with  the  Pangs  of  Death,  often  either 
expire,  or  change  for  the  better,  upon  the  Change 
of  the  Moon. 

Alfo  in  planting  Vegetables,  we  have  abun¬ 
dant  Demonflrations  of  the  fame  in  feveral  nice 
Plants,  requiring  us  to  fet  them  into,  or  take 
them  out  of  the  Earth  at  the  full  or  new  of  the 
Moon.  And  Herbs  to  be  gathered  at  the  fame 
Time,  to  preferve  their  Flavour  and  Vertue. 
Seeds  to  be  fown  at  fuch  a  Time,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  the  Sap  and  Juices;  in  confequence  of 
which  their  Flowers  fhall  be  double  or  finglej 
the  Plant  ftrong  or  fmall,  and  the  like . 

Upon  this  Foundation,  namely,  the  Verity  of 
Aftronomy,  and  the  Certainty,  as  above,  of  our 
Difcoveries  and  Calculations,  all  that  may  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  in  the  further  Improvements  wq 
daily  make  is  built;  as  alia  all  that  may  be  ex- 
pe&ed  in  our  further  Search  after  Aftronomica! 
Knowledge.  And  we  have  Reafon  from  thence 
to  believe,  that  the  Time  will  come,  when  a 
com  pleat  Syftem  may  be  drawn,  as  well  of  the 
EfFefts,  as  of  the  Caufes  of  all  the  Phenomena  of 
Ihe  Harry  World.  U 

Then  we  fhall  be  able  indeed  to  fay,  that  onr 
Study  of  Aftronomy  is  brought  to  its  full  Per- 
feftion  ;  and  we  fhall  not  only  be  able  to  demon- 
flrate,  that  the  Planetary  World  has  an  Influence 
upon  the  fublunary  World  :  but  fhall  be  able  to 
afcertain  the  Extent  of  its  Influence,  and  how, 
and  by  what  Manner  it  is  performed,  and  for 
what  Purpofes  defigned. 

CHAP» 
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C  H  A  P.  If. 

Of  the  Various  Opinions  concerning  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  Heavenly  'Bodies  upon  this 
Sublunary  World. 

Nothing  is  more  difficult  in  our  Search  in- 
to  the  Arcana  of  the  Heavenly  Motions 
and  Influences,  than  to  fleer  between  the  two 
Extreams,  which  at  prefent  engrofs  common 
Opinion  in  the  World,  relating  to  the  Influence 
which  thofe  Heavenly  Bodies  have,  or  have  not , 
upon  the  Affairs  of  Men. 

Some  are  for  looking  upon  the  extraordinary 
Conjunctions,  and  other  Phenomena  of  the  Pla¬ 
netary  World,  and  all  the  Influence  of  the  Stars, 
to  be  portentous  and  predicting,  and  that  the 
Voice  of  Heaven  fpeaks  in  them  all  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  and  extraordinary  Manner,  that  they  ne¬ 
ver  happen  but  for  fuch  Occafions,  and  that  they 
are  always  appointed  as  Heaven’s  Warning- 
Pieces,  to  dired  the  World,  and  caufe  Men  to 
open  their  Eyes  to  what  is  to  follow ;  that  there 
Is  not  a  Comet,  a  Meteor,  or  any  other  lumi¬ 
nous  or  fiery  Body  feen  in  the  Air,  but  we  are 
to  look  upon  it  as  a  Beacon  fired,  by  Divine  Ap¬ 
pointment,  to  give  Notice  of  fame  approaching 
Calamity  ;  and  that  fo  we  are  to  prepare  for 
them  in  a  particular  and  extraordinary  Manner; 
and  that  all  the  aligning  of  natural  Caufes  to 
thofe  things  favours  of  Atheifm,  and  at  leaft 
ought  to  be  no  Impeachment  of  the  particular 

u  '  •  Vi*'  :  '  V  Ap- 


J 


\ 

6  Qf  the  Great  Eclipfe 

Appointment,  which  Providence  may  have  di- 
redted  them  to }  but  that  we  ought  always  to 
fri  them  apart,  in  our  Regard  to  fuch  folema 
Ufes  and  Purpofes  as  are  the  chief  End  of  their 
Appearances. 

OTHERS,  on  the  contrary,  feeing  not  on¬ 
ly  the  Caufes  of  thefe  Appearances  are  to  be 
accounted  for  by  Art*,  but  even  that  there  is 
an  indifpenfable  Neceffity  of  their  appearing, 
and  that  too  at  fuch  certain  Times  and  Seafons 
tm  a  Mome  and  that  thofe  Times  and  Seafons 
may,  by  juft  Calculation,  be  determined  even  to 
a  Second  of  Time,  caft  off  all  Thoughts  of 
their  being  fignificant  one  way  or  other  in  the 
Affairs  of  the  World,  and  totally  exclude  the 
G  overnment  of  Providence  from  any  Concern 
with  them,  or  making  any  Ufes  of  them  what- 
foever  as  to  predicting,  much  iefs  influencing 
fublunary  Affairs  of  any  kind  whatfoever. 

Our  Buimefs,  as  above ,  is  to  fteer  carefully  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  dangerous  Shoars,  and  without 
falling  upon  Scylla  or  Charybdis ,  preferve  the  fafe 
Medium  amongft  alj  Extreams,  reconciling  the 
Significance  of  their  Phenomena,  and  their  In¬ 
fluences  upon  humane  Affairs*,  as  alfo  the  Poffi- 
bility  and  Demonftration  of  their  being  the 
Effects  of  natural  Caufes,  with  our  being  able  to 
give  a  reafonable  Account  of  thofe  natural 
Caufes,  and  both  together^  with  the  Wifdom  of 
that  Providence  which  has  given  us  reafon  to 
believe,  that  both  are  of  his  Divine  appointing. 

And  then  who  is  it,  that  after  a  due  Confide- 
ration,  would  deny  the  Influence  of  Eclipfes  for 
no  other  Reafon,  but  becaufe  they  proceed  from 
natural  Caufes.  Methinks,  when  fuch  natural 
Caufes  are  affigned,  and  proved  by  conftant  Ex- 
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perience,  it  would  rather  corroborate  the  Be« 
lief  of  the  Effect  than  abate  it  ?  Who  will  de¬ 
ny,  but  that  the  inconceivable  Velocity  of  a 
Ball  from  a  Gun  proceeds  from  a  natural  Caufe  ; 
namely,  the  firing  the  Powder,  by  the  Heat  of 
which  the  fudden  and  violent  Rarefaction  of  the 
confined  Air  is  occafioned,  which  being  P>  im- 
menfly  expanded,  and  finding  no  Vent  but  at 
the  Muzzle  of  the  Cylinder,  or  Barrel,  breaks 
out  with  a  Violence  proportionable  to  the  Di¬ 
lation  of  the  confined  Air,  by  which  the  Ball  ao 
quires  its  rapid  Motion  ^  and  yet  though  there  is 
fuch  an  almofl:  inftantaneous  Succeflion  of  natu¬ 
ral  Caufes,  which  concur  to  put  the  Ball  in  Mo¬ 
tion,  its  Effeft  is  not  the  lefs  fatal  where  it 
hits,  merely  for  its  proceeding  from  natural 
Caufes.  And  the  Truth  hereof  is  fo  evident  ia 
all  other  Cafes,  that  it  may  be  allowed  as  a 
ftated  Maxim,  that  Things  proceeding  from  natural 
Caufes  do  not  lejfen  their  EffeBs }  nay  rather, 
when  natural  Caufes  may  be,  and  are  aflign’d, 
which  have  always  been  proved  to  have  fuch 
Effects,  and  which,  according  to  the  Nature ,  the 
Sympathy ,  Antipathy ,  or Magnetifm  of  things,  can¬ 
not,  while  Nature  operates ,  pafs  without  fuch 
Effects  who  will  deny,  but  that  the  like  Caufes 
appearing,  like  EffeBs  may  be  juftly  and  certainly 
predi&ed,  as  the  growing  of  Vegetables  may,  bv 
the  Approach  of  the  Sun  and  warm  Showers  of 
Rain,  or  any  other  thing  that  has  its  Dependance 
upon  fecond  Caufes*  , 
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CHAP.  III. 

g  .  t 

What  kind  of  Influence  it  may  be  JuppofeJ 
to  be.  tvhicb  the  Heavenly  'Bodies  haVe 
over  the  Jublunary  IVorid . 

r  His  is  an  important  Queftion,  and  ad- 
I  mits  of  a  great  deal  of  Debate  •,  but  avoid¬ 
ing  all  the  Cavils  of  thofe  who  would  take  a- 
WL  even  from  Providence  it  felf,  its  whole 
Share  of  Concern  in  the  diipofing  of  humane 
Affairs  I  (hall  confine  my  felf  to  that  Part  which 
frp!1is  more  particularly  the  prefent  Bufmefs, 
and  is  contained  in  the  following  Heads. 

T  That  which  is  demonftrable,  and  ad- 
’  suits  of  no  Difpute. 

2.  That  which  is  reafonably  fuppofed, 
and  is  drawn  from  Poffibility,  Proba¬ 
bility.,  and  Experience,  though  in  fome 
Cafes'  difputable. 

i.  That  which  is  demonftrable,  and  admits 
of  no  Difpnte,  and  this  relates  to  the  particular 
Cafes  m  ntioned  before,  fuch  as,  « 

s.  The  Influence  of  the  Sun  upon  the  Sea- 
fons  of  the  Year. 

%.  The  Influence  of  the  Moon  upon  the 
Tides  and  Plants,  and  Bodies  of  Men 
and  Bealls. 
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3.  The  Influence  of  the  Planets  and  fixed 
Stars  upon  Plants,  the  Bodies  of  Men, 
and  the  Temperature  of  the  Weather, 
v,  and  the  like.  . 

,  Thefe  Three  Particulars  under  the  firft  Head, 

1  have  touch’d  upon  already }  and  as  they  are  de¬ 
mon  ftr  able  ^  and  admit  of  no  Difpute^  I  fhail  not 
trouble  the  Reader  with  them. 

But,  2.  That  which  is  rea fan  ably  fuppofed^  and  is 
drawn  from  Pofjibility ,  Probability ,  and  Experience f 
and  yet  fuppofed  in  fome  Cafes  difpufiable  \  and  that 
is  the  fuppofed  Influence  of  the  Starry  World 
upon  this  Sublunary  Globe  •,  and  if  I  prove 
that  there  is  a  fecret  Communication  of  Affedi- 
ons,  whether  Sympathetic^  Magnetick,  and  con- 
fequentiy  mutual  between  this  grofs  and  coarfc 
Planet  the  Earth,  and  the  reft  of  its  near  Relati¬ 
ons  the  other  Planets  (for  they  are  all  of  a  Family 
and  equally  dark,  without  the  Affiftance  of  their 
feif-illuminated  Primary  the  Sun  )  then  I  fhail 
effectually  clear  the  Way  to  all  that  follows,  and 
leave  it  out  of  doubt,  that  fuch  extraordinary 
Phenomena  as  this  of  a  Central  Eclipfe  of  the 
Sun,  is  not  without  fome  extraordinary  Signifi¬ 
cation. 

Whether  there  is  a  Communication  of  AfFedR 
ons  between  the  Starry  World  and  us,  is  then  the 
firft  and  great  Queftion  to  be  decided  ^  and  the 
Affirmative  I  prove  by  the  uncohtro  verted  Arti¬ 
cle  of  Experience,  as  follows. 

1.  The  Influence  of  the  Moon  upon  the  Bodies 
of  Men,  Animals,  and  Plants,  and  alfo  upon  the 
Tides,  and  in  feveral  other  Cafes.  The  Moori~ 
blind  Horfe  is  clear-lighted  all  the  Wane  of  the 
Moon,  and  all  the  firft  Quarter,  but  grows  thicks 
Ey’d  and  dim  all  thefecond  Quarter,  till  at  the 

C  Full 
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Full  Moon  he  will  run  againft  a  Poft,  or  leap 
down  a  Precipice *,  nay,  in  a  Word,  he  is  fiark 
blind*  So  a  Man  that  is  diftempered  in  his 
Brain,  (hall,  during  the  Wane  of  the  Moon,  or 
from  three  Days  afcer  the  Full,  till  three  Days 
after  the  Change,  be  calm  and  fedate  as  ano¬ 
ther  Man,  and  have  all  his  Senfes  in  full  Exer- 
cife  ;  but  in  the  Increafe,  or  when  the  Moon  is 
above  three  Days  old,  he  gradually  lofes  his  Me¬ 
mory,  then  his  Reafon  and  Judgment,  then  be¬ 
gins  to  fay  a  thoufand  extravagant  things,  till  at 
the  Full  Moon,  and  two  or  three  Days  after, 
he  (hall  grow  raving,  nay,  quite  mad,  fo  as  to 
be  fitter  to  be  tied  in  Bed  than  be  convers’d  with. 

2.  As  to  the  Influence  of  the  Sun  upon  the 
Elements,  the  Weather,  and  the  vegetative  Sy- 
ftem,  and  alfo  upon  the  Bodies  of  Alen,  alfo  is 
as  evident  as  the  other.  5Tis  obfervcd,  that  the 
vernal  Equinox  brings  Storms  of  Wind  :  The 
Autumnal,  Storms  of  Rain :  At  the  Winter 
Solftice,  dark  and  thick  Calms,  which  has  been 
the  Occafion  of  it’s  being  called  the  black  Month 
before  Chrifimas .  At  the  Summer  Solftice,  fuf- 
focating  Heat  and  Drought  *,  and  in  the  Dog- 
Days  (fo  called,  becaufe  the  Sun  rifes  with  the 
great  Dog)  then  we  find  Fevers,  Epilepfies,  A- 
poplexies,  &c.  and  the  like.  Alfo  upon  the  A~ 
nimal,  or  rather  inanimate  World,  both  Sun  and 
Moon  have  their  vifible  and  indifputable  Influ¬ 
ence,  as  in  the  Fifh  in  the  Sea,  particularly  the 
Shoals  of  Herrings,  Pilchards,  and  Mackerel, 
and  the  like.  The  Herrings  as  certainly  come 
Into  our  Seas  when  the  Sun  enters  Leo ,  as  the 
Sun  is  certain  to  enter  into  that  Sign.  And  as 
for  the  Influence  of  the  Moon,  Experience  teach- 
eth,  that  the  fame  Herrings  (hall  rife  at  the  Full 
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of  the  Moon,  and  come  freely  to  the  Net *,  and 
in  the  Wane  of  the  Moon,  jfhall  be  gone  forfe- 
veral  Days  together,  as  if  retired  from  humane 
Eyes,  or  out  of  the  Reach  of  their  Enemies. 

Again  in  the  Weather,  when  it  has  been  a 
long  Froft,  a  long  Drought,  or  the  like,  it  is 
fo  common  for  it  to  break  or  alter  at,  or  near 
the  Change  or  Full  of  the  Moon,  that  the 
moft  ignorant,  illiterate,  or  common  People, 
that  know  nothing  of  Planetary  Motions,  yet  will 
enquire  when  the  Moon  will  change,  &c>  expect¬ 
ing  that  the  Lunation  will  be  attended  with  fome 
apparent  Alteration,  as  Rain  after  long  Drought, 
Thaw  after  tedious  Froft,  and  the  like  }  Alfo  of 
Jftormy,  wet  Weather,  and  unfeafonable  Rains, 
which  often  alter  at,  or  immediately  after  the 
New  Moon  and  to  this  we  may  add  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  the  other  Planets,  and  even  of  the 
fixed  Stars,  as  the  violent  Winds  in  September  at 
the  Riling  of  Artturus  with  the  Sun-,  and  the 
Colds  in  December ,  at  his  fetting  with  the  Sun  \ 
and  what  we  now  mentioned,  the  exceflive  Heat  at 
the  Riling  of  the  great  Dog,  called  from  thence 
the  Dog  Days,  with  many  otherlnftanccs  which 
might  be  produced. 

Again,  as  the  Stars  and  Planets  thus  influence 
the  Seafons  and  the  Weather,  the  Weather  again 
influences  humane  Bodies,  or  rather ,  thofe  Stars 
and  Planets  that  influence  the  Weather ,  do  at  the 
fame  Dime  influence  humane  Bodies  ;  for  we  find 
People,  efpecially  thofe  that  are  ancient  or  di- 
ftemperedjdo  feel  the  Change  of  Seafons  in  their 
Limbs,  before  it  is  perceived  in  the  Air.  And 
hence  it  is  common  for  them,  upon  the  Return 
of  an  old  Ach  or  Pain,  to  predift  Change  of 
Weather^  as  they  call  it,  and  that  before  the 

'  C  2  Wea- 
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Weather  is  changed  *,  therefore  it  cannot  be  faid 
to  be  the  Change  of  Weather  that  immediately 
affects  them,  but  the  lame  Planetary  Influence 
that  afts  upon  the  Weather,  afts  upon  them,  and 
that  fo  fenfibly  and  convincingly,  that  they  can, 
to  their  great  Difturbance,  perceive  it  before  it 
is  perceived  in  the  Air. 

And  as  our  Diftempers  and  Difeafes,  fo  our 
Paflions  and  Inclinations,  Tempers  and  Difpofi- 
tions  are  affected  and  influenced  by  the  Planets 
and  Stars,  according  to  their  particular  Confti- 
tution.  Thus  Mars ,  a  fiery  Planet,  is  faid  to 
move  the  Paffions  and  Inclinations  of  Men  to  rafh, 
hot  and  furious  Undertakings }  Saturn ,  to  mord 
dull  and  flegmatick  Inclinations  and  Performances, 
and  flow  and  deliberate  Councils  *,  Venus ,  to 
lewd,  vicious  Intrigues,  and  the  like. 

And  as  in  their  particular  Influences  over  Men2 
fo  in  their  general  Influences  over  Kingdoms  and 
States  •,  Thus  Saturn  ftirs  up  Confpiracies,  Breach 
of  Leagues,  &c.  while  Mars  creates  Wars  and 
Blood  fhed  and  fo  according  to  the  .Nature  and 
Pofition  of  the  Planet,  with  his  Strength,  or 
Weaknefs,  and  the  like,  oftentimes  follow  ra¬ 
ging  epidemical  Diftempers,  Plagues,  Sweating- 
Sic-knefs,  and  infectious  Difeafes,  by  the  Harry 
Influence  and  Motions  of  the  Planets,  Comets,  &c« 

From  this,  by  a  Climax  of  Inferences,  may  be 
deduced  the  evident  Significance  of  the  Plane¬ 
tary  Motions  and  their  Revolutions,  and  of  their 
being  what  we  call  the  Forerunners  of  great 
Events  *,  for  it  is  more  than  rational  to  fay,  fuch 
Motions  may  probably  be  the  Forerunners  of 
thofe  things  which  it  is  more  than  probable  they 
are  the  Caufes  of.  <  *  »;  -  ; 
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For  Example:  If  this  or  that  blazing  Comejt 
may,  by  its  Conftitution,  Pofition,  fiery  Quality, 
or  monftrous  Quantity  of  noxious  Vapours,  or 
any  other  thing  to  be  obferved  from  the  Ma¬ 
lignity  of  the  faid  Comet,  be  rationally  fuppo- 
fed  to  fill  the  lower  Region  of  the  Air  with’ 
poifonous  and  mortal  Particles,  fatal  to  the  Con* 
ftitution  of  Man,  or  Beaft,  or  Plant,  ’tis  highly 
rational  to  infer,  that  fuch  a  Comet  fhall  be 
followed  by  Plague  and  Peftilence,  or  by  the 
Sterillity  of  Seafon,  and  confequently  Famine, 
the  vegetative  Life  fullering  Infection  or  Stagna¬ 
tion*,  or  by  Murrain,  that  is,  Plague  upon  the 
Cattle,  or  the  like. 

Nor  does  this  at  all  leffen  onr  due  Regard 
to  the  fovereign  Hand  of  Providence  difipofing 
the  greateft  Events  in  the  World  j  for  as  Hea¬ 
ven,  in  all  the  great  and  moll:  formidable  Judg¬ 
ments  and  Vifitations  wherewith  he  afflicts  the 
Sons  of  Men,  is  pleafed  to  work  by  theoidina- 
ry  Operation  of  natural  Caufes,  fo  he  produces 
the  great  Caufe  of  his  Vifitation  from  other 
Caufes  as  effectual,  and  perhaps  more  power¬ 
ful  than  the  reft. 

Hence  it  was  obfervabie,  that  before  the 
Time  of  the  great  Plague  in  the  Year  1 665,  the 
Judicious  Obfervers  of  things  in  thole  Times, 
publiftied  the  certain  Approach  of  that  terrible 
Judgment,  and  that  with  fuch  an  afTiired  pre¬ 
dicting  Spirit,  that  they  were  threatned  with 
being  queftioned  for  it  by  Authority  }  but  they 
did  it  not  only  upon  the  Foot  of  Planetary 
Configurations,  tho’  a  great  Conjunction  of  the  Su¬ 
periors  happened  a  little  while  before,  but  alfo 
from  the  appearing  of  two  terrible  Comets,  one 
in  December  1664,  and  the  other  in  March  foi- 
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lowing,  upon  which,  according  to  their  Predi- 
didions,  followed  the  difmal  Plague  in  the  Year 
1 66^  and  the  dreadful  Fire  of  London  in  the 
Year  1 666*. 

It  was  obferved,  that  feveral  of  thofe  Calcu¬ 
lators,  who  foretold  the  faid  Plague,  perifhed  in 
it,  and  the  People  began  to  make  a  Jeft  of  their 
Art,  and  ridicule  their  Predidions,  becaufe  they 
could  not  prophefy  to  themfelves  what  Share 
they  fliould  have  in  the  Calamity  :  but  this  is 
highly  unjuft:,  the  things  being  of  a  quite  diffe¬ 
rent  Nature,  and  the  Calculation  made  by  diffe¬ 
rent  Rules,  and  which  have  no  Relation  one  to 
another :  For  it  is  one  thing  to  foretei  what  may 
threaten  a  whole  Nation,  the  Situation  and  Po¬ 
rtion  of  which  may  place  it  under  the  apparent 
Influence  of  fuch  or  fuch  a  Conjundion,  or 
fuch  or  fuch  a  Revolution  ;  but  it  is  another 
thing  to  tell  what  or  how  far,  this  or  that  par¬ 
ticular  Perfon  {ball  be  affeded  or  reach’d  by  fuch 
an  Influence,  the  natural  Subjedion  of  fuch  a 
Perfon  to  the  Influence  not  being  difcovered,  nor 
in  a  Condition  poflibly  to  be  difcovered  by  the 
fame  Calculation  which  difcovered  that  of  the 
Nation  or  City  in  which  he  lived. 

If  it  be  objeded,  that  they  ought  to  have  en¬ 
tered  into  a  Search  after  their  own,  and  have 
calculated  their  own  Parts,  fo  as  to  come  at  a  Cer¬ 
tainty  in  a  Point  which  they  were  fo  eminently  con¬ 
cerned  in.  1  anfwer,  with  fome  indeed  it  might 
have  been  pradicable  to  do  fo,  but  in  others,  per¬ 
haps,  it  might  not.  For  Example  :  If  we  allow 
the  Accidents  of  the  Natives  Lives  to  have  a  De- 
pendance  upon  the  Portions,  Afpeds,  and  Configu¬ 
rations  of  the  Planets  at  the  Birth  of  the  Native, 
and  the  Diredions,  Profedions,  and  Revolutions 

drawn 
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drawn  from  thence  *,  yet  fuppofe  an  Artift  could 
not  get  Information  of  the  Time  of  his  Birth,, 
and  confequently  could  not  come  at  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Particular  he  was  under,  as  it  is 
very  probable  might  be  the  Cafe  with  many 
of  them,  Art  then  could  furnilh  no  Rules  for 
him  to  form  any  Deduction  from  a,  for  we  have 
no  Daniels  in  this  Art,  However ,  at  this  Time3 
who  can  tell  the  Dream  and  the  Interpretation 
too. 

And  it  is  not  improbable,  that  this  might  be 
the  Cafe  with  feme  of  thofe  Men  that  had  Skill 
enough  to  predict  the  publlck  Calamity  }  and 
yet,  for  want  of  fuch  particular  Data  relating  to 
themfelves,  could  have  no  Knowledge  of  what 
fhould  be  their  own  Fate  in  it.  But  on  the 
contrary,  as  many  ethers  of  the  fame  Fraterni¬ 
ty  did  fly,  and  fo  were  preferv’d,  a efcaped 
the  Evil,  ?tis  more  than  probable,  that  they 
were  fuch  as  might  have  had  the  Opportunity., 
and  the  Induftry  too,  to  make  juft  Calculations 
for  themfelves}  and  that  the  Reafon  that  they 
faw  to  believe  that  if  they  had  ftaid  they  fhould 
have  fallen  in  the  common  Deftruftion,  might 
be  the  only  Motive  which  put  them  upon  fo 
removing  as  conduced  to  their  Safety. 

But  if  befides  thefe  two  forts  (to  wit,  thofe 
that  did  calculate  and  take  the  Warning,  and 
thofe  that  had  no  Data  and  therefore  in  their 
own  particular  Cafe  could  not  calculate)  there 
were  a  third  fort,  that  after  a  due  Calculation 
for  themfelves,  would  flight  the  Warning,  for 
no  other  Reafon,  but  becaufe  they  underftood 
the  natural  Caufesand  Revolutions  of  fuch  Phe¬ 
nomena  }  fuch  Knowledge  would  not  proteft  them 
from  the  common  Calamity?  any  more  than  the 
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thderftanding  the  true  Philofophical  Reafon 
why  the  firing  the  Powder  in  a  Gun  gives  the 
Ball  fuch  violent  Motion,  fhould  preferve  the 
Perfon,  fo  underftanding  it,  from  the  fatal  In¬ 
fluence  thereof^  yet  Experience  proves  fuch 
Men  are  no  more  preferved  than  the  moft  igno¬ 
rant  Spe&ator  that  knows  nothing  of  the  matter/ 


C  H  A’  p.  IV. 

« -  *• '  .  ■  *  •  *»•  *  ?  ■  / . 

>  Of  the  ^ eafons  of  this  Work * 

*  j  ’  :  ft  h  *■  >  t .  ■’  v 

HAving  then  in  the  fir'll  Place  a  firm  ana 
unlhaken  Belief  or  Opinion, 

i.  That  all  thefe  things  have  their  Signifi¬ 
cation,  as  above. 

2.  Particularly  that  the  extraordinary  Phe¬ 
nomena,  which  offers  to  our  View,  in  the 
approaching  Year,  portend  feveral  un¬ 
common  fur  prizing  Events. 

3.  And  above  all,  1  find  fome  Reafon  alrea¬ 
dy  vifible,  at  leafl:  to  me,  that  this  par¬ 
ticular  Appearance  of  the  Eclipfe  of  the 
Sun,  which  is  to  happen  in  May  1724, 
will  be  a  Forerunner  of  foniething  more 

than  common  to  this  Part  of  Europe. 

#. 

J  i  A  . 

For  thefe  Reafons,  1  was  firft  prevail’d  with 
to  look  farther  into  this  Year  than  I  have  done 
into  any  fince  the  late  total  and  vifible  Eclipfe 
of  she  Sin  j  which  was  in  the  Year  1715. 


Of  the  SUM  1724!  17 

Kor  is  this  all,  for  the  ordinary  Calculations 
■upon  this  Subjeft  have  had  their  Share  in  my 
Refolution  for  a  further  Examination.  For  if 
looking  a  little  way  into  this  Deep  of  great 
Events,  gave  me  a  Hint  of  more  furprizing 
Difcoveries  being  fbill  behind,  let  no  Man  be 
furprized  at  my  fubfequent  Curiofity.  He  that 
digging  for  Lead,  finds  Gold  in  the  Mine,  is 
not  to  be  wondred  at,  if  his  Curiofity  is  quick- 
ned  to  fearch  further,  and  dig  deeper  than  he 
would  other, wife  have  done  nor  that  he  gives 
not  over  his  Search,  till  he  has  }uft  Reafon  to 
think,  that  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  difco- 
vered. 

This  Eclipfe  d Horners  it  felf  to  be  big  with 
great  and  important  Events,  efpecially  to  fome 
Part  of  the  World,  in  which  my  Intereft  is  too 
great  to  be  thoughtlefs  or  unconcern’d  about 
what  fhallj  or  lhall  not  be  impending  over  them. 
Wars,  and  Rumours  of  Wars,  and  Commotions,  and 
Diftrefs  of  Nations,  Mens  Hearts  failing  them  for 
fear ,  were  foretold  in  Scripture  to  be  the  Fore¬ 
runners  of  the  Ruirxe  of  the  Jewijh  State,  with 
their  Temple  and  capital  City.  And  when  the 
Time  drew  near,  there  were  Signs  in  the  Hea¬ 
vens,  and  Signs  in  the  Earth,  a  blazing  Comet 
appear’d  at  Jerufalem,  and  alfo  a  Meteor  in  the 
Shape  of  a  flaming  Sword  hanging  over  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  with  Voices,  Earthquakes,  and  the  like. 
No  doubt  the  hard  ned  Jem  made  a  Ridicule  of 
thofe  things,  and  told  the  affrighted  People,  that 
they  were  only  common  Appearances,  for  which 
natural  Caufes  might  be  affigned  \  that  they  were 
ordinary  in  all  Countries,  and  that  there  had 
frequently  been  fuch  things  abroad,  but  that  no¬ 
thing  fatal  had  enfued,  and  perhaps  fo  led 

D  them 
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them  on  in  Security  to  their  own  Deftruftion. 

I  have  heard  fay,  that  the  Jews  have  a  Tra¬ 
dition,  that  there  was  a  terrible  Comet,  or  bla¬ 
zing  Star,  appear’d  in  the  Heavens  fome  time 
before  the  Deftru&ion  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah , 
and  that  it  was  the  fame  Comet  that  appear'd 
in  its  Revolution,  almoft  2000  Years  afterwards, 
at  the  Deflvu&ion  of  Jernfalem ,  as  above*,  but 
whether  this  be  fo  or  not,  is  not  material. 
However,  it  is  not  queftioned  by  any  Writer, 
Chriltian  or  Jew/Jh,  but  that  this  Appearance  of 
a  Star,  before  the  Deftrudion  of  Jerufalem ,  not 
only  fortold  that  Defolation,  but  was  a  Warn¬ 
ing  to  the  Jews,  if  they  had  been  wife  and  do- 
cible  enough  to  have  taken  the  Hint,  and  rnado 
their  Efcape  out  of  the  City,  thereby  to  avoid 
finking  in  the  common  Ruine  of  their  Country, 
which,  it’s  probable,  they  might  have  done  j 
for  it’s  apparent  from  the  Account  Jofephus  gives 
of  that  Calamity,  that  thofe  who  did  take  the 
Warning,  and  fled  out  of  the  City  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  had  their  Lives  fpared,  and  efcaped  the 
common  Fate  of  their  obftinate  and  hardned 
Brethren. 

And  why  the  fame  Notice  fhould  not  now  be 
taken  of  any  extraordinary  Phenomena,  or  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  heavenly  Bodies,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  of  this  great  Eclipfe,  1  think  no  Man  can 
give  any  found  Reafon  to  prove.  Thefe,  and 
other  Confiderations,  will,  I  doubt  not,  make 
any  Body  conclude  with  me,  that  itJs  a  Work 
not  unworthy  our  particular  Notice,  to  enquire 
what  may  be  approaching  behind  the  Curtain 
of  Futurity,  in  confequence  of  this  wondrous 
Eclipfe. 


And 
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And  as  I  have  taken  notice  of  the  infe- 
parable  Connexion  between  natural  Caufes  and 
their  Effects,  fo  alfo  thofe  Effects  are  more  or 
lefs  apparent,  as  the  Caufe  is  greater  or  lefs  in  it 
felf,  or  in  its  Accidents  and  Circum  fiances. 
Thus  the  greater  and  nearer  the  Fire,  the  more 
intenfe  the  Heat,  the  nearer  and  more  lucid  the 
Blaze  of  a  Candle,  the  mors  fplendid  the  Light, 
and  the  nearer  and  greater  the  Magnet,  the 
more  powerful  the  Attraction.  I  conclude  we 
may  from  hence  form  this  Maxim,  the  nearer 
and  GREATER  the  Caufe,  the  STRONGER 
the  EjfeSi  \  and  this  Consideration  hath  put  me 
upon  entertaining  the  World  with  an  Agrono¬ 
mical  and  Aftrological  Account  of  this  Eclipfe, 
alluring  my  felf,  that  if  the  Maxim  be  true, 
which  I  think  none  will  deny,  namely,  that 
there  is  a  Proportion  between  the  Caufe  and  the 

Ejfeft  *,  then  this  GREAT,  VISIBLE,  T  O- 
T  A  L}  AND  CENTRAL  Eclipfe,  is  wor¬ 
thy  our  ftridteft  Obfervation,  becaufe  it  will  be 
as  well  formidable  and  furprizing  in  its  Ap¬ 
pearance,  as  remarkable  in  its  Confequences. 

We  have  not  yet  forgot  the  late  great  Eclipfe 
of  the  Sun,  which  was  total  and  vifihle  in  our 
Hemifphere  April  22,  1715.  how  (Muring  the 
Time  of  total  Darknefs)  the  Air,  from  a  warm 
dement  Temperature,  turn'd  extremely  cold: 
From  Drv  and  wholefomely  hot,  becaufe  of  an 
uninterrupted  Sumfhine,  it  became  damp,  nay, 
even  wet,  and  full  of  unwholefome  Vapours. 
The  Birds  frighted  and  diforder’d  fled  to  the 
Trees,  and  the  Earth  for  Shelter,  as  if  Night 
had  been  unexpectedly  return’d,  or  fome  Bidden 
accidental  Danger  had  obliged  them  to  feek  for 
Refuge  and  Succour  :  Yea,  the  whole  Courfe  of 

D  2  things, 
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things,  during  that  Interval  of  total  Darknefs,^ 
Teemed  ftagnated  and  confufed,  and  Nature  it 
felf  Teemed  to  fuffer.  - 

As  to  what  happened  in  humane  Affairs., 
within  but  the  Space  of  a  few  Months,  1  think 
it  was  more  than  fufficient  to  convince  the  great- 
eft  Gain-fayers,  not  only  that  any  extraordinary 
Phenomena  in  general  is  fignificant,  but  that 
Eclipfes  in  particular  are  very  important,  pro¬ 
portionable  to  their  Magnitude ,  efpecially  in  thofe 
Parts  of  the  World  more  particularly  concern¬ 
ed,  or  where  they  are  central  or  total. 

May  not  we  fay  France  was  totally  eclipfed 
by  the  Death  of  their  invincible  Monarch,  whole 
Emblem,  or  triumphal  Signal,  was,  The  Sun  in 
its  meridian  Glory  \  and  who  died  Auguft  the 

21  ft,  in  the  Year  of  this  great  Eclipfe, 

to  wit,  1715.  with  whom  fell  the  Glory  of 
France^  and  all  the  great  Defigns  that  mighty, 
hut  mortal  Man  had  laid,  to  make  himfelt  the 
Pride  of  his  own  Dominions,  and  the  Terror* 
of  Europe*  " 

And  as  to  the  unnatural  Rebellion  which  hap¬ 
pen’d  in  England  after  this  great  Edipfe,  it  is 
fo  frelh  in  Memory,  that  we  need  not  have  re- 
courfe  to  Riftory  or  Chronology  for  Informa¬ 
tion.  We  have  not  forgot  how  it  began  in  Scotland 
that  very  Year,  and  with  that  Aflurance,  that 
they,  with  a  Face  of  Arrogance,  fit  for  none  but 
Rebels  to  put  on,  march’d  to  Lancajhire ,  increa- 
fing  as  they  went,  like  a  Snow-ball  rcuPd  upon 
the  Ground,  prefuming  upon  their  Succeft  to 
dethrone  a  rightful' Prince,  and  make  havock  of  a 
lo\al  People  *,  but  here  the  Hand  of  Heaven  fig- 
nally  appear’d,  and  let  thefe  raging  Rebels  ( not 
to  fay  Heathens)  be  convinced,  that  t  ey  »ma- 
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gined  vain  things :  Some  few  died  by  the  Hand 
of  Juftice,  a  Sacrifice  to  their  own  imprudent 
Zeal  and  Fury,  while  others  remain  living  Mo¬ 
numents  of  the  Clemency  of  a  juftly  exafperated 
Government. 

And  with  Refpeft  to  the  Weather,  we  may 
remember  the  exceflive  Froft  which  was  in  the 
very  firft  Winter  following  that  great  Eclipfe, 
the  like  whereof  had  not  happened  for  above 
thirty  Years  before,  nor  has  any  fuch  happened 
lince. 

Nor  is  the  difmal  Depradation  made  by  the 
raging  Peftilence  in  France  to  be  forgot,  which 
was  for  Duration  and  Severity  fcarce  to  be  pa¬ 
ra  11  el  I’d  ^  which,  although  it  was  fome  Years  af¬ 
ter  this  great  Eclipfe,  yet  if  we  obferve  that 
the  Eclipfe  happen’d  in  the  fecond  Decanate  of 
the  fixed  Sign  Taurus ,  no  Artift  will  wonder 
that  its  Operation  continued  fo  long. 


CHAP.  V. 

Of  the  Great  Eclipje  of  the  Sun ,  which 
is  to  he  on  May  ii5  1724. 

THESE  Things  being  premifed,  my  next 
Work  is  to  give  a  true,  and  methodical 
Account  of  this  Eclipfe,  according  to  cue 
Rules  of  Art  \  and  this  Account  fhall  confift  of  a 
juit  Calculation  of  this  Eclipfe  it  felf,  with  all 
the  various  Circumftances  of  it,  as  the  Time 
if  .  ,  ‘  •  of 
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of  the  Eclipfe  \  the  Duration  alfo  where  it  will 
be  total,  and  where  not,  and  on  which  Side  of 
the  Sun  a  Light  will  be  feen  (in  Places  where 
it  will  not  be  total)  and  what  Planets  and 
Stars  will  be  feen  (if  the  Air  be  clear)  where 
it  is  total*  &c»  And  then  fhall  preceed  to  fuch 
Pxedidions  as  may  be  juffly  and  naturally  dedu¬ 
ced,  partly  from  the  Eclipfe  it  felf,  and  the 
Confignrations  °f  the  Planets  immediately  at¬ 
tending  it,  and  partly  from  the  other  Afpe&s 
and  Pofitions  of  the  Planets,  during  the  whole 
Year,  whether  before  or  after  the  Eclipfe  — — 

pf which  in  order : 


The  Calculations  are  as  follow . 


/ 
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Sun 


ip  fed  May  11,  1724 


Equal  Time  of  the  true  Con- 

ju  rid  ion - - - - - - 

Mean  Anomaly  of  the  Sun  ~ 
Mean  Anomaly  of  the  Moon  - 
Longitude  of  the  Luminaries — 

North  Node  fubtrad - - - 

Argument  of  Latitude 


} 


Moon,  Lat.  North  afcending 
Redudion  fubtrad  — — —  — 


Moon’s  Place  in  the  Ecliptick— 
Hourly  Motion  of  D  from  o  _ 
Redudion  acid  to  trueConjundion 
True  Ecliptick  Conjundion  — — 
Equation  of  Time  add  —  - — - . 
Apparent  Time  of  the  true  E-7 
cliptick  Conjundion  -y 

Sun’s  true  Place - —  — 

Sun’s  fight  Afcenfion  — ~  - — — 
Time  from  Noon  in  Degrees  add 

Sum  is  Rt  A.  Midheaven  - - 

Complement  to  180  Deg.  «■— . 

Midheaven  in  the  Ecliptick - - 

N.  Declination  of  the  Culmi-7 

nating  Point  — — - - - -  { 

Angle  of  Meridian  with  the  E- 
cliptick 

Altitude  of  the  Equator 


Altitude  of  the  Midheaven  — - 
Altitude  of  the  Nonagefimal? 

Degree  — — — - — — , - -  jf 

Nonagefimal  Degree 


5. 

D, 

M.  S. 

1 1 

5 

7  30 

10 

22 

37  30 

29 

4°  23 

n 

I 

33  7 

b' 

*5 

33  19 

6 

4  4s 
3i  44 

1  21 

1 c 

l 

3^  4^ 
3S  2 

•  :  i  ) 

2  ip 

5 

9  49 

*  r 

8  30 

5 

18  19 

ar 

1 

38 12 

59 

3 1  0 

79 

34-45 

139 

5  45 

40 

54 15 

a 

1 6 

38  0 

*5 

53  » 

■  >,  * 

72 

27  0 

33 

28  0 

54 

2 1  O 

55 

14  0 

ft 

4 

26  0 

m. 
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s.  D.  Af.  s.; 

Dift.  ©  from  Nonagefimal  Deg.  2  2  47  48 

Horizontal  Parallax  of  »  from  O  .59  43 

Parallax  D  from  o  in  Longitude  44  9 

Parallax  0,  j>  from  o  in  Latitude  3  2  1 2. 


To  one  Hour  after  the  true! 
Ecliptick  Conjundion  which> 

6 

1 3 

1 

Sun’s  true  Place - - - * —  ^ 

i 

40 

3 '4 

Sun’s  right  Afcenfion  — - 

59 

34 

0 

Apparent  Time  from  Noon - - 

94 

34 

4? 

Sum  A-  R.  Midheaven - 

*54 

8 

45 

Complement  to  a  Semicircle 

25 

?r 

*5 

Midheaven  in  the  Ecliptick  — - 

2 

8 

5° 

Declination  Culminating  Point  — 

10 

44 

10 

Angle  of  Merid.  with  Ecliptick 

68 

53 

0 

Altitude  of  the  Equator - * 

38 

28 

0 

Altitude  of  Midheaven - 

49 

1 2 

50 

Altitude  of  the  Nonagef.  Degree 

52 

25 

0 

Midheaven  from  Nonagef.  Degr. 

17 

12 

0 

Nonagehmal  Degree - Si 

14 

5<S 

0 

Dift.  0  from  Nonagef.  Degree—  2 

*3 

15 

24 

Horizontal  Paral.  D  from  O - - 

59 

4i 

parallax  Longit.  D  from  O  . - 

45 

17 

Parallax  Latitude  3>  from  O - . 

36 

24 

Hourly  Motion  of  5)  from  O  — 

35 

2 

Diffi  Parallax  Longit.  fubtrad.  — 

1 

8 

Vifibly  Hourly  Motion  5  from  O 

33 

54 

Interval  between  the  true  and7 

T 

t  a 

vifible  Conjundion  add  — 

1 

1 0 

I  Q 

Vifible  d 

6 

3<* 

29 

I 

41 

21 

Sun’s  right  Afcenfion- — — — - — 

5  9 

34 

O 

*  Time 
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Time  from  Noon  in  Degrees 
Sam  R.  A.  Midheaven - — . 


Complement  to  180  Degrees  — 
Midheaven  in  the  Ecliptick  — — ~  W 
Declination  Culiiiin.  Point  North 
Angle  of  the  Ecliptick  and  Merit]. 

Altitude  of  the  Equator - — 

Altitude  of  the  Midheaven  — 


Altitude  Nonagefimal  Degree  — 
Diftance  Midheaven  from  No- 

.  nagefimal  Degree  — - —  - 

Nonagefimal  Degree  — ;  — — —  SI 
Dill.  O  from  Nonagef.  Deg.  —  2 
Horizontal  Parallax  of  i  from  O 

Paral.  Longit.  D  from  ©  . - , 

Di  It  a  nee  of  O  from  D  - — - — — . 
Parallax  Latitude  D  from  ©  — 
True  Lat.  of  D  North  afeending 
Biff,  is  vifible  Lat.  of  D  South— 

Semidiameter  of  O  — - - — . 

- 

Semidiameter  of  D  * —  > — 

Sum  of  the  Semidiameters 
Vifible  Latitude  fubtrad  — 

R.elf,  Parts  deficient  ■ - 


1724. 

S .  H. 

99 
158 

21 
6 
8 

68 
38 
47 
5 1 

18 


tor  the  Digits  Edipfed. 

As  the  Sun’sSemidiameter 

To  the  Parts  deficient .  - - 

>So  6  Digits  - - - 

To  the  Digits  Eclipfed - - 

Scruples  of  Incidence 


Time  of  Incidence  fubtrad 
Tims  of  Repletion  add 


18 

16 


U 


fi 


25 

M.  S. 

i  15 

41  15 

!8  45 
57  o 
59  O 
1 2  o 
28  o 
27  o 
6  o 

49  o 

6  © 
24  39 

59  41 
45  9 
45  9 
37  29 
36  18 
i  1 1 

16  „  3 

16  34 

32  37 
1  tt 
31  26 


16 

3)  1 

31 

2df  * 

45 

2/, 

3  2 

3^ 

56 

27 

49 

35 

In- 
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.  V  X>.  H.  M.  S. 

Interval  between  the  vilible 
Conjunction  and  the  greatefl: 

Obfcuration  fub. - 

Hence  at  London ,  May  1 1 .  in  the  Afternoon. 


|f  Beginning  will  be- 


1 


Middle  or  greatefl:  Darknefs 


The^  Vi  Able  Conjunction 
I  End  of  the  Eclipfe  -■ 

|  Total  Duration  — - 

(,a  Digits  Eclipfed-- 


5  39  52 

6  35  1 9 

6  3 6  29 

7  270 

1  47  8 

n  45  o 


Vilible  Lat.  1)  at  the{g)f  ninS  J  J^SouthAfc. 


a  For  the  better  determining  the  Quantity  of  an 
Eclipfe,  the  Sun’s  Body  is  fuppofed  to  be  divided  into 
twelve  Parts,  called  Digits;  and  in  this  Eclipfe,  there 
will  be  eleven  Digits  45  Minutes  dark,  njiz,.  out  of  the 
1 2  Parts  there  will  be  eleven  and  three  Quarters  dark. 
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C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Of  the  Quantity  and  Extent  of  this  Eclipfe  5 
alfo  where  it  will  he  total ,  and  where 
not ;  with  an  Account  of  what  Stars  and 
Planets  may  be  feen  where  it  is  total. 

THIS  Eclipfe  will  not  be  total  at  London  ; 

bat  by  Reafon  the  Moon,  at  the  Middle  of 
the  Eclipfe,  will  have  1  Minute  13  Seconds  viil- 
ble  South  Latitude,  there  will  a  Thread  of 
Light  appear  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Sun, 
but  it  will  be  fo  very  fmall,  that  it  will  not 
amount  to  above  one  Forty  eighth  Part  of  his 

Body.  , 

In  the  North  and  Eaft  Parts  of  England,  and 
throughout  Scotland ,  the  Eclipfe  will  not  appear 
fo  great  But  in  South-YValcs ,  as  alfo  in  the 
South  and  South  VVeft  Parts  or  England ,  as  at 
Glocetlcr,  Briftol,  Exeter,  Salisbury ,  Winchefter, 
Chichefter,  Devifes,  Bath,  Wells,  Donhefter,  South¬ 
ampton,  G Milford,  and  Reading.  Alio  in  Ireland,  at 
Waterford,  Wexford,  Limerick,  etc.  As  alfo  ill 
France,  at  Roan,  Paris,  Havre  de  Grace,  Bologne,  &c. 
In  all  thefe  Places  the  Eclipfe  will  be  total.  The 
North  Part  of  the  Shadow  of  the_  Moon  will  pafs 
Over  Ireland,  to  the  Northward  of  Galloway,  thence 
onwards  near  Dublin,  and  lb  over  1.  sues,  between 
Montgomery  and  Radnor  and  in  England ,  it  pailes 
near  Wore  eft  er,  Oxford,  London,  Maldftone,  and 
Dongenefs and  in  France,  neat  Boloign,  Sc. c, 
But  all  Places  to  the  Northward  of  them  will 
.  .  ■  1  E  2.  have 
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Lave  the  North  Side  of  the  Sun’s  Body'  enlight- 
ned.  And  in  the  North  of  England,  as  at  Nero- 
caftle,  Carlifle ,  Durham,  Stockton ,  and  Hull ,  they 
will  have  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Light  on 
the  North,  or  rather  the  North  Eaft  Side  of  the 
Sun,  when  the  Eclipfe  is  at  the  greateft. 

Again,  the  South  Limb  of  the  Moon’s  Sha- 
dow  will  pafs  by  or  near  Cork  in  Ireland  \  alfo 
by  Plymouth ,  and  by  Cape  la,  Hogue  in  France , 
and  all  Places  South  or  South  Weft,  from  a 
Line  drawn  through  them,  as  at  Cape  Clear  in 
Ireland  *,  alfo  at  Falmouth.  '  The  Lizard,  and  the 
Iflands  of  Garnfe y  and  Jerfey  will  have  the  South 
Side  of  the  Body  of  the  Sun  enlightned}  but  at 
Wexford  and  Waterford  in  Ireland ,  like  wife  at 
Pembroke  in  Walts ,  Milford  Haven ,  Bridgewater , 
Somerton-y  Shaft  sbury,  Port  [mouth,  the  Ifle  of  Wight , 
as  alfo  at  Diepe  in  France,  it  will  be  total  with 
Continuance.  The  Center  of  the  Moon’s  Shadow 
paftes  over  or  near  thefe  Places,  and  the  Dark- 
nefs  will  be  fo  grea^,  that  fome  of  the  Planets 
and  fixed  Stars  may  be  feen,  to  the  great  Ad¬ 
miration  and  Surprize  of  the  Beholders  ^  more 
efpeciallv  Mars ,  Venus,  and  Mercury  may  be  feen 
all  to  the  Ea ft  ward  of  the  Sun.  Mercury  will 
be  neareft  to  the  Sun,  about  as  far  from  him 
as  an  Hour  and  a  half  Motion,  Venus  aboutas  far 
to  the  E  ill  ward  of  Mercury ,  and  Mars  again  a- 
bout  as  far  to  the  Eaftward  of  Venus.  The 
bright  Star,  called  Aldebaran ,  may  alfo  he  feen 
very  near  the  Sun,  but  to  the  Eaftward  alfo  }  and 
the  great  Dog  Star  may  be  feen  very  near  fet- 
ting  in  the  South  Weft,  and  many  other  Stars  will 
appear  where  the  Eclipfe  is  total  with  Continuance* 
it  the  Ait  be  clear. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


***  ,  Y 

f  f 


How  to  erecl  a  Figure  to  the  Tw.ie  of  the 

Ecltpje. 

NO  W  in  order  to  reprefent  the  Face  of 
Heaven  at  the  Time  of  this  Eclipfe,  viz,. 
May  1 i,  1724.  at  6  H*  36  m,  19  t.  P.  M. 

D.  M-  S. 

We  find  by  Calculation,  that  the) 

Right  Afcenfion  of  the  Sun  is  — —  K  ^  ^4  0 

Time  from  Koon  in  Degrees - —  99  715 

Sum  Right  Afcenfion  of  Midheaven  -  -158  41  15 

To  which  add  - - — —  30  o  o 

Oblique  Afcenfion  of  the  11  Houfe--  188  41  15 

To  which  add - - - 30  o  o 

Oblique  Afcenfion  of  the  12  Houfe— 218  41  15 

To  which  add -  ~  -< — - 30  o  o 

Oblique  Afcenfion  of  the  Afcendant  —248  41  1 5 

To  which  add - —  —  - - 30  o  o 

Oblique  Afcenfion  of  the  2  Houfe  —  278  41  15 

To  which  add  — - — - — 30  o  o 

Oblique  Afcenfion  of  the  3  Houfe— -308  41  15 
Altitude  of  the  Pole  for  the  1 1  and  3 


Houfes 


32  11  2 


Altitude  of  the  Pole  for  the  12  and  2 
Houfes  — — •» — - - — * - - 


1 

H  47  28 


Having  found  the  Oblique  Afcenfion  of  the 
fix  oriental  Houfes,  and  rhe  Altitude  of  the  Pole 
for  them  all  as  above  (the  Altitude  of  the  Pole 
for  the  Afcendant  being  always  the  Latitude  of 

•  the 
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the  Place,  which  here  is  51  Deg.  32  Min.)  feek 
the  oblique  Afcenfion  of  the  11  Houfe  188  Deg. 
41  Min.  1 5  Sec.  in  the  Table  of  oblique  Afcen- 
fions  belonging  to  the  11  Houfe  w*.  for  Ur. 
,2  Decr.  11  Min.  and  you  will  find  againft  it  -  <5 
for  the  Cufp  of  the  1 1  Houfe.  Find  the  obli¬ 
ge  Afcenfion  of  the  12  Houfe  218  41  15  in  a 
Table  of  oblique  Afcenfions  belonging  to  the  1 2 
Houfe,  w*-  for  Lat.  47  28  and  you  will  find 
againft  it  *  29  for  the  Cuip  of  the  12  Houfe. 

Proceed  fo  with  the  proper  oblique  Afcenfi¬ 
ons  and  in  their  refpeftive  Altitudes  of  the 
Pole  and  having  fo  found  the  Culp  of  the  fix 
oriental  Houfes,  place  the  oppofite  Sign  and  De¬ 
gree  upon  the  oppofite  Houfe,  and  every  Pla, 
Set  in  its  refpeaive  Sign,  and  the  Scheme  yyill 
appear  as  followeth. 
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^^^4,^46^4^^j^#^4*4»4*4,^44,4'^4r4,4,44,vt»% 

*  "  w  *  -  *  ■  •  4 

^  v  •  ■ *  *  <  ,  . 

-  V  -■  •*  ■  ’  .  -  .  .  \  v*  r}  •  ;.f  ^  a 

The  Face  of  Heaven  at  the  Time 

of  the  Eclipfe. 


> 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


V'  '  it  V  • 

•"  4  »  &  .A  rj  A 


,*  _  •> 


0/  particular  TreJiHions,  form'd  from  the 
1  particular  Jfpe&s  of  the  Heavenly  ©o- 
dies  immediately  concerned  in  this  Ecjipfe , 
calculated  for  the  t\ingdom$  or 
'  Countries  more  efpecially  under  the  In- 


..  fluence  of.  the  fame., 

J 


E  find  is  Lord  of  the  Afceridarit 

T  w  in  this  Eclipfe,  and  pofited  in  the  ninth' 
*Houfe,  ha-ftening  to  an  Op po fit  ion  of  Jupiter ,  who 
is  Stationary  to  Retrogradation  and  fub  terra  in 
the  third  Houfe,  the  Houfe  of  envious  Saturn  t_ 
I  find  Reafon  to  think,  that  this  portends  evil 
Councils,  held  and  carried  on  in  the  dark,  a- 
gainft  thofe  Powers  who  are  link’d  in  a  ftrong 
Conjunction  oflntereft  in  the  Northern  Parts  of 
Europe ,  which  that  Afpeft  particularly  regards. 

Hence  I  fhall  take  Liberty  of  faying,  this; 
Year  fhall  difcover  hellifh  Contrivances  and 
Schemes  fub  terra ,  among  the  Roman  Confede¬ 
rates,  fuppofe  it  to  be  begun  in  Italy  chiefly,  but 
to  be  executed  within  the  German  Empire,  and 
particularly  againft  thofe  Countries  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Part  of  the  Empire  which  we  call  Luthe - 
xrans  or  Protejlants^  more  efpecially  thofe  ^who 
call  themfelves  of  the  donfejfim.ef  An  s  burg. 

Let  the  Saxons  and  Silefians  in  particular  look 
about  them,  their  Sovereigns  being  Popifh,  it  fhall 
be  thf  harder  to  fecure  them  againft  rhe  Inva- 

fious 
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lions  of  the  Roman  Ioterefl*,  which  is  apparent- 
ly  bent,  with  its  utmoft  Skill,  to  fupplant  and 
defbroy  them*. 

In  fhort,  the  Popifh  Powers  w i  11  pufh  an  At* 
tack  at  the  whole  Intereft,  and  fhall  make  fome 
bold  Stroaks,  and  Blood  will  be  (lied,  but  the 
Confederacy  of  Religion  fhall  appear  very  formi¬ 
dable  }  fo  that  the  Italian  Schemes  will  not  take 
Place. 

As  Jupiter  is  Patron  of  Religion,  it  intimates, 
that  not  only  a  temporal  Power,  join’d  with 
Eccleiiaftical  Cunning,  fhall  arm  againft  that 
Part  of  the  World  where  the  true  Religion  is 
profeft  *,  but  it  imports  too,  that  it  fhall  in  a 
great  Meafure  prevail,  and  that  the  true  Pro- 
feflion  and  Profeffors  fhall  be  oppreft,  and  fhall 
fuffer  extremely,  though  not  to  be  finally  fubdu- 
ed.  That  they  fhall  not  be  fo  fubdued  I  gather, 
for  that  though  Mars  be  Lord  of  the  Afcendant, 
yet  the  Configuration  is  not  fo  threarning  as  it- 
would  be  if  he  was  in  dired  Oppofition  to  Ju * 
fiter,  or  as  if  Jupiter  was  already  turn’d  Retrograde* 

This,  together  with  fome  favourable  Afpe&s 
which  interpofe,  particularly  the  Application  of 
the  Moon.,  Lady  of  the  Ninrh,to  a  friendly  Sex- 
tile  of  Mars,  who  is  in  the  Ninth,  which  Sextile 
file  compleats  the  fame  Night  [_Afay  11  ]  before 
Midnight  —  Thefe  favourable  Difpofitions  diredr 
me  to  advance  what  follows. 

1.  Not  only  a  formidable  powet  of  the  North¬ 
ern  princes  (ProtefbantsJ  fhall  interrupt  the 
hellifh  dark  Schemes  of  the  Roman  Pontiff^ 
but  the  Pope,  norwithftanding  all  hft  En¬ 
deavours,  fhall  not  be  able  to  prevail  with 
feverai  of  the  moft  powerful,  even  of  the 

F  “  Popifh 
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Popifh  Nations  themfelves,  to  break  with 
tbeir  Neighbour  Princes  who  are  Prote- 
Hants,  or  to  form  a  religious  War. 

2.  France  openly  declines  the  Crufade,  which 
the  Pope  follkits.  The  Powers  of  France  are 
not  fo  promifing  this  Year,  as  to  make  them 
venture  what  they  have  yet  Will  enough  to 

do  if  they  were  able  — - Belike  they 

yet  feel  the  Wounds  of  the  late  War,  and 
do  not  think  themfelves  fufficiently  recove¬ 
red  to  embark  again. 

Befides  France  S tis  likely,  may  be  otherwife 
employ’d,  for  the  malignant  Afpe&s  of  this 
great  Eclipfe  are  not  fuch,  or  fo  remote 
from  France ,  that  they  fhould  be  wholly  un¬ 
concern’d  at  them  ^  at  bell,  France  may 
’find  many  other  Rcafons  why  they  fhould 
not  enter  upon  any  new  War,  efpecially  not 
of  Religion  *,  1  fay,  many  other  Rcafons  he- 
lides  thofe  above  mentioned  might  be  given. 
Of  which  I  fhall  enquire  in  its  Order. 

3*  The  Houfe  of  Auftria  feems  inclined,  by 
the  Affiflance  of  the  approaching  friendly 
Trine*  of  Jupiter ,  whole  EAGLE  he 
bears,  to  keep  well  with  this  Side  of  the 
World.  It  feems  the  Emperor  has  his  Eyes 
chiefly  towards  Poland ,  and  the  Afpecfs  that 
way  are  rather  threatning  than  not,  yet 
the  Eclipfe  does  not  point  dire&ly  the  f)e- 
vaftations  of  War  to  Poland ,  except  as  it 
may  come  into  fome  Broil  on  the  South, 
under  the  Afped  of  Jupiter ,  in  the  third 
Houfe,  in  oppoiltion  of  Mars ,  the  Effects 
of  which  muff  come  from  a  Quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  Turks  and  the  Muscovites. 

It 


Of  the  S  U  KT  1 7 1 4, 

It  is  an  Aphorifm  or  Maxim  in  Aftrolofry 
that  an  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun  in  the  firffi  Decanate 
of  Gemini  imports  Variety  of  Confnftons  a- 
mong  the  Ecclefiafticks,  embroils  them  with  one 
another,  and  frequently  embroils  Kingdoms  by 
their  Means  *,  for  how  often  do  Ecclefiafticks 
fet  Nations  together  by  the  Ears,  and  bring 
Kings  and  Princes  into  Wars  and  Bloodfhed  on 
their  Account  ,  nay,  how  often  do  they  make 
temporal  Princes  draw  their  Swords,  and  maf- 
facre  the  innocent  People  on  both  Sides  in  the 
Quarrel  of  the  Church,  when  the  Church-men 
themfelves,  after  having  kindled  the  Flame,  re¬ 
tire  from  the  Heat  of  it,  and  leave  the  reft  to 
hght  it  out  for  them  as  Pope  E^ieentus,  by  the 
Afliftance  of  a  heretical  Frye*,  his  Legate,  mov’d 
Lewis  the  King  of  Hungary  to  break  his  Faith  - 
and  League  with  the  Turks,  by  which  he  was 
ruined,  being  flain  at  the  Batle  of  Farna,  and 
thirty  thoufand  Chriftians  with  him. 

Leave  martial  Deeds  to  martial  Aden, 

And  let  the  Pr lefts  go  pray , 

Such  Dev  ill  ft  Council ,  worfe  receiv'd , 

Works  Europe^  great  Decay . 

Befides  the  malevolent  Influence  which  this 
Eclipfe  may  have  on  the  Affairs  of  War  and 
Peace,  as  Religious ,  for  I  fee  no  Configuration 
tending  to  Political  Breaches  in  that  Part,  1  fay 
only,  that  I  do  not  fee  tt.  But  befides  this  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  this  Eclipfe  happens  ’in  the 
firft  Decanate  of  the  humane,  airy  and  bicorpo- 
real  Sign  Gemini ,  about  13  Degrees  cf  which 
polfefleth  the  Cufp  of  the  eighth  Houfe,  which, 
fimongft  all  Men  of  Ac,  is  efteemed  the  Houfe 

F  2  of 
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of  Death  and  Mortality  *,  and  this  Eclipfe  being 
In  the  Sign  that  poffefleth  the  Cnfp  of  the 
Eighth,  may  be  laid  to  be  'virtually  in  the  Eighth, 
while  Mercury ,  Lord  of  the  Eclipfe,  is  aft  natty 
In  the  Eighth  in  his  own  Honfe. 

This  Pofition  of  the  Planets  at  fuch  a  Time 
is  very  difl'atisfying,  and  the  Afpe&s  melancho¬ 
ly,  for,  according  to  the  Rules  of  Aftrology,  this 
dire&ly  points  out  defolating  Plagues  and  Mor¬ 
tality  in  the  Northern  Parts  of  Europe ,  where 
the  Influences  of  thefe  Planets  in  thefe  Signs 
and  Houfes  govern  ;  nay,  according  to  the  afore- 
faid  Rules  of  Aflrology ,  ’tis  a  certain  Prefage, 
or  indeed  a  Chain  of  Prefages  or  forebodings, 
all  agreeing  to  point  out  a  raging,  epidemical 
Sicknefs  or  Diflemper,  and  great  Mortality  a- 
mongft  the  Nations.  Every  true  Briton ,  and 
Lover  of  his  Country,  will  join  in  praying,  that 
Heaven  may  avert  that  terrible  Calamity  from 
this  -Nation  and  Kingdom,  and  preferve  the  Cir 
ty  of  London  in  particular.  But  we  muff  not 
h  ue  it,  if  we  endeavour  to  give  a  perfedl  View 
of  things  as  Nature  dire&s,  that  the  Eclipfe  hap¬ 
pen  mp  in  Gemini ,  and  that  the  City  of  London  in 
particular  is  Paid  to  he  under  the  Influence  of 
that  ^ i g n ,  we  fee  more  than  ordinary  Reafon  to 
redouble  our  \A  ifhes  and  Prayers  for  the  Pre¬ 
fer  vation  of  the  City  of  London  from  the  threate¬ 
ning  and  depopulating  Judgment  of  a  Plague. 

I  would  not  take  upon  me  to  $latm  the  City 
of  London,  or  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain , 
'W’ith  (peaking  too  poflriveL  in  an  Affair  of  this 
Conference  *,  but  as  no  Time  is  unfeafonable  to 
warn  theWcru  r  Danger,  id  if  j  were  a  cjo? 
nah}  1  would  w  arn  Nimveh  to  repent.  /  fay  no. 

Worey 
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snore,  let  the  Citizens  of  London  take  the  Hint 
as  they  fball  think  proper. 

Nor  does  the  Planetary  iLfluence  leave  France 
without  fome  Indications  of  their  Share  in  the 
Calamity,  let  it  begin  where  it  will ;  nay,  it  may 
begin  there  again,  for  ought  we  know,  and  miy 
communicate  Contagion  from  thence  to  their 
neighbouring  Nations,  as  it  had  been  coummu-" 
nicated  from  other  Nations  to  them. 

It  mult  n  t  be  forgot  here,  though  I  do  not  fay 
the  Eclipfe  immediately  intimates  it ,  that  it  may 
have  other  fatal  Influences  upon  France ;  but  we 
fnall  not  aflert  that  it  mufi  5  nor  (hall  we  fay  it 
mil :  Let  France  avoid  joining  with  thofe  that 
have  no  Religion  in  them,  under  the  Pretence  of 
a  Religious  War,  and  then  _ 

That  this  Eclipfe  has  nothing  in  it  fatal  tot 
France ,  and  even  to  fome  of  the  great  Branches 
Of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  lay,  btcaufe '  I  think  otherwife ,  tho’  I  go  no 
further.  But*  it  that  great  and  powerful  Family 
do  not  lee  it  felf  within  the  Reach  of  Planetary 
Influence,  they  mull  think  themfelves  fomething 
more  than  humane,  which,  to  be  plain,  l  do 
not  think  of  them:,  but  juft  the  contrary.  In  at 
Word,  I  expeeft  lomething  on  that  Side  which! 
may  be  better  fpoken  afterwards  than  now./ 
Let  it  fuffice  to  us,  that  the  Royal  Houfe  of 
Great  Britain  ftands  entirely  dear  horn  any  ma¬ 
levolent  Afped,  or  threatning  Influence  on  this 
Occalion,  nor  does  there  appear  the  leaft  Afped 
of  perfonal  Evil  towards  them,  or  the  remoteft 
Branch  of  them,  at  home  or  abroad  \  and  it  is 
as  much  the  Duty  of  an  impartial  Arrift  to  at 
lert  the  Good,  as  to  fuggeft  the  Evil.  ?  Tis  true, 
it  is  not  impoffibie  to  be  nuftaken  in  either, 

but 
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hat  it  is  enough,  that  no  evil  Prefage  offers  it 
felf  on  this  Occafion,  either  to  King  George ,  or 
any  of  his  Royal  Race,  at  home  or  abroad. 

!t  appeareth  that  the  Turk  and  Mufcovite  will 
be  affe&ed  by  the  Influence  of  this  Eclipfe,  and 
the  Configurations  that  attend  it,  and  will  at 
leaft;  have  fome  Bickerings  in  the  Infancy  of  its 
Influence,  perhaps  not  a  compleat  Rupture-,  be- 
cmife  ’tis  thought  fome  part  of  the  Influence  re¬ 
gards  the  Perfon  of  the  Grand  Seignior ,  or  at 
Jeaft  of  his  prime  Minifler  the  Grand  fGnier, 
who,  *ti$  very  likely,  may,  one  or  both  of  them, 
fall  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Tumult  and  Violence  of  the 
Soldiery,  as  is  not  unufual  in  thofe  Countries; 
fpr  the  Eclipfe  being  adually  in  the  feventh 
Roufe,  plainly  intimates  Bloodfhed,  Murder  and 
Rapine,  but  chiefly  by  Rabble  and  Tumult  in 
the  ISIations  it  regards,  and  amongfl:  their  own 
People,  rather  than  by  open  Wars  with  any  o- 
ther  Nation,  It  alfo  denotes  thofe  Violences 
and  Vexations  happening  among  the  Chief  of 
thofe  Nations  before  mentioned. 


Again,  Mercury ,  who  is  Lord  of  the  Eclipfe, 
haltening  to  an  Oppofition  of  Retrograde,  envious 
Saturn ,  which  he  accompli fheth  May  the  27th, 
and  repeats  it  June  16,  and  again  July  the  7th, 
and  returns,  being  the  Patron  of  all  ill- humour’d, 
lll-temper’d,  malicious  Anions  amongfl  Men  ;  it 
evidently  denotes  Fa&ions  and  Male  content  a** 
tnongfl  the  Nations  upon  whom  it  has  an  In¬ 
fluence. 

Some  will  have  it  afTeft  Marine  Affairs  in  Eu¬ 
rope ,  and  that  the  Turks  fhall  fall  upon  the  Mal- 
tefe  by  Sea  with  a  powerful  Navy  ;  alfo  great 
Succefs  to  Pyrates,  hre,  but  be  that  how  it  will, 

I  think 
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I  think  its  Influence  affeds  things  of  a  much 
higher  Nature.  „  / 

The  Influence  may  reach  further;  but  it  may 
fuffice  to  reft  here.  As  for  the  Affairs  of  Chlnaf 
they  are  too  remote  to  fpeak  ot  under  this 
Head,  and  I  fhall  have  Occaflon  to  mention 
them  agains  fome  great  Revolution  feeming  to 
be  at  hand  there  alfo. 


C  H  A  P.  IX; 

Of  particular  (predictions,  form’d  from  the 
particular  AfpeCls  of  the  Heavenly  Bodies 
and  reflecting  thoje  Countries  which  are 
under  the  Influence  of  thofeBodies,  whe¬ 
ther  immediately  concern  d  in  the  Eclipfe 
or  not . 

Ibind  the  Planets  Mars  and  Afercury  partictj* 
farly  concerned  in  the  Eclipfe,  and  as  feve^ 
ral  Countries  are  under  the  Influence  of  thofe 
Planets,  and  the  Signs  they  poffefs,  or  are  Lords 
of,  they  merit  our  Enquiry  ;  for  that  thofe  Places 
may  be  affected  by  the  Influence  of  the  faid 
Planets. 

Mercury ,  who  is  Lord  of  the  Eclipfe,  and 
ftrong  in  the  Eighth,  his  own  Houfe,  in  the  airy 
Sign  Gemini ,  is  of  evil  Import,  and  denotes,  be« 
ildes  what  is  faid  of  Infedion,  &c.  terrible  Storms 
and  Tempeft  of  Wind,  with  all  the  ufual  fata! 
Confluences  of  that  Element  being  untyerfally 
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difturbed  *,  whence,  towards  the  vernal  Equinox, 
we  may  expedt  the  EfFe&s  of  thefe  Calamities 
both  by  Sea  and  Land,  efpecially  in .  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries  where  this  Planet  is  more  particularly  faid 
to  govern,  as  in  Flanders ,  the  Coaft  of  Picardy 
and  Normandy :  England  indeed  is  not  immedi¬ 
ately  concern’d  in  the  predided  EfFeds  of  this 
Planet’s  Influence,  but  it  will  be  much,  if  when 
the  Coaft  of  Flanders ,  Picardy ,  and  Normandy  v 
{hall  be  torn  with  Storms  and  Tempefts y  England, 
which  is  but  juft  pn  the  oppofite  Short,  fnouid 
entirely  cfca,pe  -7  fo  that  ’tis  to  be  fear’d  we  may 
feel  part  at  leaft  of  the  Influence,  efpecially  on 
the  Coaft  of  Kent  and  Sujfex. 

In  the  more  remote  Parts,  the  Gulf  of  Can- 
dia  or  Crete,  with  the  Greek  Iflands  of  the  Archi¬ 
pelago ,  the  Continent  of  the  Morea ,  and  the  Coaft 
of  Barbary  on  the  Side  of  Egypt  and  Alexan¬ 
dria,  they  will  feel  the  EfFeds  of  this  Afped  in 
a  more  violent  Manner,  particularly  in  Tempeft 
of  Fire,  that  is  to  fay,  Lightning  and  Thunder  v 
and  let  the  Coaft  of  Afian  Greek ,  from  Ephefus 
to  Smyrna ,  exped  fome  Shocks  of  an  Earth¬ 
quake,  tho’  perhaps  favourable  in  comparifon  of 
what  has  been. 

In  like  manner  the  Sun  it  fel'f  taking Tts  ab- 
ftrad  from  the  Conjunction  which  occafions  the 
Eclipfe  *,  I  fay,  the  Sun  governing  the  Kingdoms 
of  Naples  and  Sicily  with  all  the  fouthern  Half 
of  Italy,  miy,  by  the  additional  Influence  of  the 
Planet  Mercury,  as  Lord  of  the  Eclipfe,  have  a- 
malevolent  Afpedt  towards  thofe  Countries  and 
Kingdoms. 

v  Thefe  Con  figurations  may  aifo  denote  exceP- 
five  Heats  and  ftagnated  Air,  and  confequently 
contagious  and  raging  Diftempers  in  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries  \ 
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fries.  But  I  muft  confefs  I  apprehend  more  In¬ 
fection  from  the  fiery  Difpofitions  of  thofe  ter¬ 
rible  People,  called  the  Congregation,  in  that 
Country,  who  fit  in  their  dark  Divan  at  Sl% 
Peter's,  to  inflame  Mankind,  and  fet  the 
World  on  Fire,  than  from  all  the  Operations  of 
Nature  n  at  arising  in  the  upper  Region,  or  Na+ 
ture  natured  in  the  lower  Regions,  by  their  In¬ 
fluence. 

Nor  is  the  Sun,  at  this  Time,  without  efpe- 
cial  Influence  in  the  Eaftern  Part  of  the  World, 
the  Countries  of  Armenia,  Georgia,  and  all  that 
Part  now  in  PoiFelflon  of  the  Turks  or  Perfi- 
ans,  or  both,  which  was  the  antient  Chaldea,  are 
in  a  particular  Manner  under  the  Government 
of  this  Planet  and  of  Mars . 

#  It  is  more  than  probable  Blood  and  Devafta- 
tions  will  be  the  Portion  of  this  Part  of  the 
World  this  very  Year  1724,  and  the  Year  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  that  if  any  Part  of  the  Globe  be 
over- run  with  Wars  and  Defolation,  it  will  be 
this  Part  rather  than  any.  The  Planet,  whicli 
has  the  governing  Influence  in  thofe  Parts,  luf- 
fering  fo  great  a  darkning  of  his  Glory,  and 
being  interrupted  from  fhining  on  a  great  Part 
of  the  World  for  fo  confiderable  a  Space  of 
Time. 

I  need  not  enquire  by  whom  this  Part  of  the 
World  fhall  be  thus  difturbed,  the  Face  of 
things  already  fhow  us  that,  as  alfo  the  fmall 
Number  of  Nations  which  are  bordering  on 
thefe  Parts,  feeing  there  are  but  four  Nations 
who  can  be  concern’d  in  a  Chaldean  War;  namer 
!y>  the  Turks,  the  Pcrfians,  the  Muscovites ,  and 
the  Mogul  Indians',  thefe,  or  fome  of  thefe,  are 
all  that  Bay,  or  poffibly  can  be  concern'd  in 

G  this 
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this  War,  which  will  amount  to  great  Deva¬ 
luations  and  Blood  died.  But  as  Geograph  y  de¬ 
termines  the  Contiguity  or  Remotenefs  of  Places, 
fo  Aftrology  difcovers  why,  how  much,  and  in 
what  Manner,  they  are  under  Planetary  Influence* 
and  let  the  Nations  experience,  and  future  Hi- 
Itory  record  the  Truth  of  my  Calculations. 

Sweden  and  Denmark  feem  to  be  fubjeft  to 
fame  of  the  Eivil  Incidents  of  this  Year;  but 
their  Share  in  it  Teems  but  fmall  at  prefent, 
and  perhaps  may  iflue  only  in  the  Mortality  of 
fome  of  their  Princes,  or  that  it  may  be  a 
Storm  approaching,  but  as  yet  at  a  greater 
Diftance  than  within  the  Compafs  of  the  Year 
now  under  Obfervation.  May  all  Calamities  and 
de folating  Evils  be  averted  from  is^ations  pro- 
f effing  the  Proteftant,  and  truly  reform’d  Do¬ 
ctrine,  that  they  may  always  be  in  a  Conditi¬ 
on  to  unite  and  turn  their  Strength  againft  the 
Enemies  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  found  Prin¬ 
ciples  in  the  World, 


C  H  A  F* 
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CHAP.  X. 

General  Predictions  for  the  whole  'fair 
£7*4,  formed  from  juft  Ob  [creations 
of  the  AjpeEls  of  the  whole  HtaVens  du¬ 
ring  the  f aid  Year ,  including  the  Ec'hpfe , 
and  all  the  phenomena  of  the  Heavenly 
Bodies,  as  well  ref pepting  Europe,  as  all 
the  reft  of  the  terraqueous  Globe. 

UPON  the  yvhole,  and  taking  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  Aiped:  oi  the  Planetary,  and  even  of 
the  (tarry  Heaven,  as  it  refpefts  all  the  habita¬ 
ble  Earth,  ANNUS  M  1  R  A  B  I  L 1  S  feems 
to  be  written  at  the  Head  of  the  whole  Scheme, 
as  a  capital  Title  to  the  Calculations  of  the 
whole  Year. 

There  are  but  few  Parts  of  the  Year  which 
leem  very  propitious,  and  thofe  few  Smiles  of 
the  Face  or  .Nature  fecm  to  be  directed  to  re¬ 
mote  Parts ;  but  we  have  the  Felicity  to  fee 
without  being  in  the  leaft  partial  to  our  own 
Country,  that  Great  Britain  is  not  threatned  with 
any  thing  very  fatal.  God  grant  we  do  but 
efcape  infectious  Diftempers,  general  Contagi¬ 
ons,  and  the  like;  and  we  hope,  by  the  oood 
Con  duff  of  our  Government,  'and  the  haopv 
Situation  of  our  Country,  unrounded  with  diffi¬ 
cult  Seas,  and  fortified  and  defended  with  our 
wooden  vValls  and  floating  Catties,  to  prevent 

G  2  what- 
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whatever  Mifchief  may  be  prepared  for  us  from 
without. 

N or  can  I  by  the  Afped  of  Heaven  forefee  fo 
much  plotting  or  private  Treafon  in  this  or  that 
Kingdom  or  Country  againfl  it  felf,  that  is,  a- 
gainft  the  refpedive  Governours  or  Government 
of  thofe  Countries,  as  1  do  the  general  Confpi- 
racy  of  the  Ecelefiaftical  Power,  in  behalf  of 
the  Romijh  Hierarchy  againfl  the  reformed  Na¬ 
tions,  endeavouring  to  embroil  the  Powers  of 
Europe ,  called  Gatholick,  againfl  the  oppofitc 
Power,  called  Reformed,  in  a  Crufade  or  Reli¬ 
gious  War. 

This  indeed,  as  1  have  already  obferved  Chap. 
VIII.  feems  to  be  the  Effed  of  a  malevolent 
Influence,  which  proceeds  froip  the  Eclipfe,  and 
appears  as  it  does,  namely,  Mars  being  Lord  of 
the  Afcendant  in  the  Ninth,  and  oppofing  Ju¬ 
piter ,  the  Patron  of  Religion,  who  is  fub  terra 
in  the  third.  d 

-  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Proteflant  Powers, 
who  are  not  ignorant  of  the  Devices  of  thofe 
Damons,  will  fortifie  themfdves  in  filch  a  Man¬ 
ner,  and  Hnite  their  Powers  as  their  Intereft  are 
inseparably  united,  and  that  in  fo  indiffoluble  a 
Bond  as  that  all  the  Combination  in  Europe  fhall 
not  be  able  to  fep3rate  them  and  if  they  can- 
nor  be  feparated,  there  is  no  Fear  that  they  can 
be  overcome  for  to  have  the  reform'd  Coun¬ 
tries  in fep arable ,  is  to  have  them  invincible . 

'But  this  [peak  /,  not  the  Stars  :  If  the  Rules  of 
Afbology  ten  us.  that  fuch  Attempts  will  be 
againfl:  them }  the  Rules  of  common  Senfe  di¬ 
ctate  Tjnion  and  united  AfFedion  to  be  the  con* 
comitant  or  common  Safety.  •  nb 


As 
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As  Venus ,  a  peaceable,  Toft,  fociable  Planet, 
governs  at  Vienna ,  and  in  the  Eaftern  Provinces 
ot  the  Empire,  I  give  it  as  a  fure  Hint  that 
the  Pope  will  not  be  able  to  bring  the  imperial 
Arms  efFe dually  into  the  Church  Quarrel,  though 
fome  Attempts  may  be  made  that  way,  and  with 
Appearance  of  Succefs  *,  for  Venus  is  in  the  Eighth 
out  of  all  eftential  and  accidental  Dignities, 
therefore  properly  peregrine.  If  Germany  is 
threatned,  let  them  life  that  Caution  in  their 
Engagements,  efpecially  againft  or  to  the  dis¬ 
countenancing  of  the  true  Reform’d  Religion,  that 
may  be  molt  proper  to  avoid  the  evil  Confe- 
quences  of  fuch  Threatnings. 

The  Emperor,  a  more  great  and  powerful 
Potentate  than  any  of  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe 
of  j$uftria7  have  been  fince  Charles  the  Vth,  and 
confidering  how  well  his  Imperial  Majefty  Rands 
with  the  reft  of  Europe ,  and  how  few  Enemies 
he  has  in  the  World,  he  may  be  faid  to  be 
much  greater  but  which  is  more  than  all,  his 
great  and  faithful  Counfellor  and  General  Prince 
Eugene  of  Savoy,  is  no  Bigot,  he  knows  the  Po¬ 
litical  intereft  of  his  Mailer  too  well  to  facrifice 
it  to  a  fham  Pretei\:e  of  Religious  Intereft*  and 
he  underftands  the  Force  of  the  Proteftant 
Powers,  and  the  Goodnefs  of  their  Troops  too 
well,  to  fuffer  his  Mafter  (if  he  can  prevent  it) 
to  be  deprived  of  the  Alliance  of  thofe  Powers, 
and  of  the  Affiftanceof  fuch  gallant  Troops,  up¬ 
on  Occafion,  much  lefs  to  be  obliged,  for  a 
Caprice  of  the  Pope,  to  embroil  himfelf  with 
them. 

Eowever,  as  the  reftlefs  Party  at  Home  will 
blow  xup  the  Coals,  Europe  may  at  leaft  fee  the 
gmoak,  if  they  do  not  feel  the  Flame,  And 
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fo  much  the  Afpe&s  of  the  Planets  plainly  inti¬ 
mate,  let  Time  difcover  the  Event. 

There  is  another  fignificant  Configuration, 
whole  EfFeds  we  have  fenfibiy  experienced,  and 


yet  continue  under,  though  we  have  not  yet 
touched  upon  it. 

There  was  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Year  1722,  a 
great  Conjunction,  and  well  it  might  be  f. aid  to 
be  a  great  Conjunction  *,  for  it  was  of  all  the  three 
Superiors,  Saturn ,  Jupiter ,  and Mars^  in  the  fiery 
.Sign  Sagittarius ,  the  Influence  of  which  has  not 
yet  done  operating-  The  Effects  of  it  have  al¬ 
ready  appear’d  very  evidently  in  the  extreain 
hot  and  dry  Summer  that  immediately  fucceed- 
ed  it  (and  it  will  not  be  wondered  at,  if  the 
Winter  be  as  extremely  cold,  with  large  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Snow  or  fevere  Froff)  we  are  very  fen- 
lible  of  the  late,  or  rather  prefent  raging  of 
the  Small- Pox,  which  has  fwept  away  Multi¬ 
tudes  both  in  England  and  France . 

And  this  Eclipfe  falling  upon  the  Back  of  that 
eminent  Phenomena,  it  may  reasonably  be  ex¬ 
pected,  that  their  united  Force  will  produce  more 
feniible  Effects ;  nor  will  thole  Effects  be  empty 
and  trifling  Speculations,  but  in  all  Appearance 
iffrange,  and:  even  afford  filing  in  thofe  Parts  of 
the  World  where  they  (hall  operate. 

The  Afpe&s  towards  the  Eaft  and  South  Eaib 
are  very  threaping.  I  make  no  Difficulty  to  fay 
a  bloody  War  is  intimated  between  the  Turks 
and  the  Per fians ,  and  the  Mufcovites  are  not  only 
concern’d  herein,  but  diredly  intimated  ^  nay, 
more  directly  than  the  Ter  fians  and  that  this 
War  will  one  way  or  other  involve  feverai  of 
the  Powers  of  Europe ,  that  is  to  fay,  as  auxiliary 
to  the  Mujcovites  —  As  to  the  Per  fan ,  the  Do- 
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minion  of  that  great  and  wealthy  Monarchy 
feems  to  be  the  Bait  of  this  War*,  and  as  the 
Afpefts  feem  to  go  off  towards  the  End  ofrhe 
Year,  I  fuggeft,  that  at  the  Clofe  of  that  War 
the  Perfian  Monarchy  will  be  diffiolved,  and  the 
whole  Country  fhared  and  divided  as  a  Prey  to 
the  two  contending  Parties,  that  is  to  fay,  be¬ 
tween  the  Turks  and  Muscovites. 

There  are  alfo  fome  particular  evil  Afpefts 
that  feem  to  point  to  the  more  remote  Nations, 
and  that  either  the  great  Mogul  will  quit  the 
Stage  of  Life,  or  fome  very  powerful  Monarch 
on  that  Side  of  the  World,  and  a  great  Revo¬ 
lution  is  threatned  in  China,  but  of  what  kind  I 
am  not  to  make  any  guefs  Efficient  to  entitle 
the  Rules  of  Art  to  it  ;  but  feeing  1  confine  my 
felf,  as  to  that  Part  of  the  World,  I  fhall  fay  no 
more  of  it  now. 

We  obferve  Venus,  chiefly  Lady  of  the  fixtft, 
in  the  eighth  Peregrine,  which  fignifies  a  fickly 
Time  in  general,  tho’  what  has  been  faid  above 
as  to  a  Contagion  fhould  not  come  to  pafs;and 
this  feems  more  particularly  to  affeCt  Holland , 
Flanders ,  Denmark ,  and  Norway ,  together  with 
the  Northern  Parts  of  lower  Saxony  (to  wit) 
Holflein ,  SI e [wick,  and  the  Countries  on  the  low¬ 
er  Elbe ,  and  on  the  South  and  South*  Well  Shoar 
of  the  Baltick. 

’Tis  true,  that  as  the  Seafons  of  the  Year,  the 
Weather,  and  the  like  Changes  attending  thofe 
Seafons,  are  fubjeCt  to  various  Incidents,  befides 
the  Influence  and  Attraction  of  the  Planets,  and 
which  are  not  to  be  brought  into  juft  Calcula¬ 
tions,  or  fully  adjufted  by  the  Rules  of  Art;  fa 
the  Artift  ought  not  to  be  cenfured  for  Defici¬ 
ency  in  his  faid  Calculations,  though  the  Wea- 
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ther  doth  not  in  every  Circumftance  fall  out  as 
he  may  reafonably  fuggeft. 

The  prevailing  long  experienced  Influence  of 
the  great  Dog-Star,  when  riling  with  the  Sun, 
may  intimate  dry  Weather,  and  violent  Heats 
at  that  Time,  called  the  Dog-Days,  and  the  Sea¬ 
fon  of  the  Year  may  make  it  unnatural  to  exped 
any  thing  elfe,  and  yet  the  extraordinary  Quan¬ 
tity  of  humid  Vapoi*rs,  unexpe&edly  rais’d  or 
exhaled  by  the  Sun  in  the  Seafon  before,  may 
have  fo  loaded  the  Air  with  Vapours,  that  an 
nnufual  Fall  of  Water  may  happen  at  the  Time 
above  mentioned,  by  which  Fall  of  Water,  the 
Air  is  fo  cool’d  and  moderated,  that  no  fuch 
violent  Heat  happens  as  was  expe&ed. 

In  like  manner  Art  may  reafonably  predict  a 
hard  Winter,  and  long  continued  violent  Froft, 
from  the  like  Influence  of  Ar  Burns  fetting  with 
the  Sun,  the  Seafon  alfo  then  concurring ;  and 
yet  then  a  Prevalency  of  uninterrupted  Wefterly 
Winds  (which  blowing  foft  and  moift  Vapours 
from  the  great  Atlantick  Ocean,  always  keep 
.  the  Seafon  open,  and  make  it  warm  and  mild) 
may  quite  deprive  us  of  thofe  expefted  whole- 
fome  Frofts,  and  the  Winter  may  be  open  and 
warm,  and  yet  the  Artift  not  be  at  all  to  blame, 
or  his  Calculations  and  Goncluiions  condemn’d, 
merely  for  his  failing  in  fome  IV!  e a  fur e  under  fucli 
a  Concurrence  of  contrary  Caufes. 

How  often,  even  in  this  laft  Summer,  have 
Clouds  appeared  feeming  to  promife  Rain,  and 
yet  been  diffipated  without  fo  much  as  one 
Drop  being  perceived  to  fall  upon  this  Part  of 
the  Surface  of  the  Earth  over  which  they  ap¬ 
pear’d  •,  and  yet  at  another  Time,  when  the  Sea¬ 
fon  is  inclined  to  Moiftwe,  Clouds  kfs  promifing 


Of  the  SUN  1714.'  49 

have  produced  plentiful  Snowers;  and  in  Times 
of  exceflive  Rains,  when  the  Difpontion  of  the 
Air  Teems  wholly  inclined  to  Moifture,  even 
fmall  Clouds  produce  great  Showers  $  and  yet 
none  will  recede  from  that  common  received 
and  approved  Opinion,  that  great  Showers  of 
Rain  are  generally  ufher’d  in  by  the  Appearance 
of  black  Clouds.,  but  continue  to  predift  Rain 
from  fuch  Appearances  (the  Situation  of  the 
Wind  concurring)  and  that  commonly  with  an 
indifputable,  tho’  not  equal  Succefs. 

From  hence  I  conclude,  that  none  place  To 
abfolnte  a  Depeadance  upon  meteorological  Con- 
clulions  and  Pred'dions,  as  if  we,  that  make 
them,  could,  like  the  Prophet  Elijah ,  fay,  There 
pall  be  neither  Seed  time  nor  Harveft  for  To 
many  Years  •,  or,  as  when  the  faid  Prophet  bid 
the  King  haften  to  his  Palace,  for  there  was  a 
Sound  of  abundance  of  Rain •  Our  Rulinefs  is  to 
give  fuch  Schemes  as  the  Situation  of  things 
make  rational,  confulting  the  Concurrence  of  na¬ 
tural,  but  not  averting  the  Knowledge  of  fuper- 
natural  Caufes.  And"  this  Method,  i  doubt  not* 
will  be  granted  to  be  followed  in  tbefe  our  Cal¬ 
culations,  and  the  Deductions  made  from  thence, 
Nor  fhould  anv  Man,  in  Contempt  of  our  mo- 
deft  Suggeftion,  defpife  what  we  have  delivered, 
only  becaufe  we  have  not  advanced  above  the 
Rules  of  Arr,  Reafon,  and  Modefty  therein*,  let 
fuch  rather  fufpend  their  Cenfure  till  they  fee 
whether  what  is  herein  hinted  comes  to  pafs 
or  not,  and  then  ad:  as  they  fee  Caufe,  what¬ 
ever  Confequences  may  attend  their  Contempt  ot 
Art. 
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When  Julius  Cafar  was  modeftly  advertifed 
by  a  Man  of  Art  (and  who  had  Kindnefs  enough 
for  him  to  give  him  fuch  a  Caution)  that  he 
jhould  have  a  Care  of  the  Ides  of  March  •  he,  like 
the  bolder  People  of  this  Age,  who  flight  all 
Notice  of  future  things  as  ridiculous,  flouted  at 
this  friendly  Calculator,  fcoffingly  told  him  that 
Morning,  fays  he,  The  Ides  of  March  are  come . 
But  his  friendly  Monitor  confirmed,  by  his  Pvafh- 
nefs  in  the  Certainty  of  his  Calculations,  bold¬ 
ly  replied,  But  they  are  net  gene  }  intimating,  that 
though  they  were  come,  and  nothing  had  yet 
happened  to  him  of  what  he  had  predided,and 
bid  him  exped  or  warn  againft,  yet  there  was 
Time  left  for  Fate  to  determine  who  was  in 
the  right,  and  for  him  to  be  yet  convinced^ 
that  he  had  not  given  him  a  needlefs  Caution 
as  C&fdr  found  in  a  few  Hours  after,  he  being 
ftabb’d  that  Day  in  the  Senate  Houfe. 

Let  no  Man  conclude  therefore,  that  if  every 
thing  he  expeds  do  not  come  to  pafs,  in  the 
fame  Manner  he  expeds  it,  that  therefore  it 
was  not  rational  for  him  to 'exped  it.  That  I 
have  prov’d  Planetary  Influence,  I  allure  my  felf, 
none  can  deny  that  have  read  the  former  Pars 
of  this  final]  Treatifey  and  1  as  well  allure  my 
felf,  that  thofe,  who  do  believe  Planetary  In¬ 
fluence,  cannot  reafonably  exped  or  believe,  that 
fuch  a  Succeffion  of  extraordinary  Phenomena, 
as  happens  now  within  the  Space  of  lefs  than  a 
Year  and  a  half,  can  be  fuppofed  to  pafs 
without  fomething  extraordinary  to  attend  as 
the  Confequence  of  them.  We  may  enumerate 
fome  Particulars. 
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Sun  was  near  half  eclipfed  November 
27 *  30(1  although  tnat  is  not  fb  furpri- 

^ing  as  thofe  that  are  total  and  central,  yet  it 
is  the  greateft  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun  that  hath  been 
vifible  in  England  fince  the  total  Eclipfe  in  the 
Year  1715, 

2.  The  great  and  remarkable  Conjunftion  of 
the  three  Superiors,  Saturn ,  Jupiter,  and  Mars, 
near  the  Clofe  of  the  Year  1722,  the  like  of 
which  has  not,  nor  will  ever  be  feen  bv  any 
Man  living. 

3*  A  furprizing  Comet,  not  expefted  by  the 
greateft  Artift,  nor  heard  of  till  it  was  feen, 
.yet  attended  with  fome  extraordinary  Circum- 
ftances,  though  ignorant  People  begin  to  fpeak 
contemptibly  of  it,  becaufe  they  have  not  yet 
been  affrighted  with  the  horrible  Appearance 
of  a  flaming  Tail  or  Beard  hanging  juft  over 
their  Houfe,  and  therefore  looking  no  further 
into  the  Nature  and  Confequences  of  a  Comet. 

4.  The  Tranfit  of  the  Planet  Mercury  over 
the  Body  of  the  Sun,  OBober  29.  this  Year  1723. 
which  may  properly  be  laid  to  be  an  Eclipfe 
fo  far  as  Mercury  is  able  to  eclipfe  the  Sun. 

5*  The  great  Eclipfe  May  ii,  as  above  in 
the  Calculation,  ufher’d  in  not  only  with  the 
four  Phenomena  before  mentioned,  but  alfo 
with  an  Oppofttion  of  the  two  malevolent  Su¬ 
periors,  Saturn  and  Mars,  not  two  Months  be¬ 
fore  the  Eclipfe.  I  think  we  my  fa  tel  y  fay, 
that  fuch  a  Congrefs  of  extraordinary  Appear¬ 
ances  have  not  happen’d  in  fo  little  T  ime,  per¬ 
haps  fince  the  World  began.  Let  no  Man  think 
that  fuch  a  Confluence  ot  Appearances,  circum- 
ftanced  as  they  are  circumftanced,  ft  a  11  not  be 

H  2  at- 
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attended  with  Influence  fuffieient  to  jufliSe  our 
Predictions  of  fomething  extraordinary  to  fol¬ 
low.  •  •  ■  -  ^  -M 

If  any  will  continue  to  deny  it,  they  mull 

not  only  have  a  contemptible  Opinion  of  Agro¬ 
nomical  Knowledge,  and  of  the  Difpofition  of 
the  Heavenly  Bodies  in  fuch  Cafes  as  thefe,  but 
they  muff  aft  againft  the  Experience  of  all 
Ages,  the  Records  of.  Hiftory,  and  rational  Pro^ 
bability  and  to  fuch  I  fhall  only  fay,  let  them 
indulge  themfelves  in  their  Opinion,  till  they 
have  their  Eyes  opened  by  the  Effeds  predict-1 
ed  coming  to  pafs. 

For  my  Part,  1  am  fully  farisfied,  that  as  there;: 
are  fo  many  fuch  fignal  Appearances  in  fofhort; 
a  Space  of  Time,  and  that  under  the  Influence 
of  fuch  predominant  Signs,  a*  has  already  been! 
obferved,  Heaven  has  nor  placed  them  in  fuchp 
a  kind  of  Conjundion  for  nothing,  nor  only  toi 
be  gazed  upon  or, talk’d  of. 

:  1  cannot  eafily  forbear  obferving,  that  the; 
Sign  Sagittarius,  and  its  oppoiite  Sign  Gemini ,  are! 
more  particularly  concern’d  ^  for  the  folar  E-» 
clipfe  November  27,  1722.  was  in  Sagittarius, t 
the  great  Conjundion  of  the  three  Superiors^ 
Saturn,  Jugiter,  and  Mars,  wa“s  in  Sagittarius  alfoR 
the  great  Eclipfe  in  May  next,  the  Subjed  of 
our  prefent  Difcourfe,  is  in  Gemini,  the  bign  op-*, 
polite  to  Sagittarius*  All  which  feem  to  inti¬ 
mate,  that  the  Places  under  thefe  two  Signs 
will  have  a  more  particular  Share  in  the  in¬ 
fluence,  ....  -v  .  t  ...  ;  ...  ;  >  ! 


Placet: 
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Places  under  Sagittarius,  according  to  the  moft 
celebiated  Author  s,  are  Spain ,  Hungary,  Slavonia 

Moravia,  Dalmatia,  Bada,  loledo,  JMarbm,  Cullifu 
Stangard  * 

Places  under  Gemini  are,  Lombardy ,  Brabant1 
Flanders ,  the  JJ eft  and  South  Weft  of  England. 

Cities,  London ,  Lovai/i,  Bruges,  Norcmberrl 
Mentz,,  Bamburg  ** 

As  to  the  prefent  Comet,  although  it  has 
not  yet  appeared  in  fuch  a  glaring  and  af¬ 
frightful  Manner  as  fotne  have  done  before  it 
yet  that  is  fo  far  from  rendring  it  contempti¬ 
ble,  that  it  is  the  more  remarkable.  That 
Comets  are  furprizing  Appearances,  all  do  own; 
and  yet  that  their  Revolutions  are  fo  regular, 
as  to  be  capable  of  being  reduced  to  Calcula¬ 
tion,  fome  of  the  belt  Art  ills  do  believe;  but 
this  Comet  was  not  that  we  hear  of,  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  feen  by  any  Artift,  till  it  actually  ap¬ 
peared,  which  made  its  Appearance  the  more 
furprizing;  and  which  yet  made  the  Appear¬ 
ance  more  extraordinary  was,  when  Peoples 
Curiofity  or  Surprize  was  heightned  with  the 
Expectation  of  its  nearer  Approach,  or  more 
perfed  Appearance,  it  feem’d  to  withdraw.  I 
fhall  not  now  take  upon  me  to  determine  what 
may  be  either  the  Reafon  or  the  Confequence 
of  this  unufual  Appearance  ;  but  as  it  is  qua¬ 
lified  with  Circumftances  of  an  extraordinary 
Katme,  as  to  the  Time,  Place,  and  Manner  of 
its  appearing,  and  as  to  it  Situation,  it  may 
furnifh  us  with  Matter  for  future  Obftrva- 
tion.  *':  .  ••  ,  ;  ; 


£4  0/  the  Great  Eclipfe 

'  In  the  mean  Time,  if  we  confider  the  Time 
Of  its  Appearance,  and  that  it  is  even  contem¬ 
porary  with  the  Tranlit  of  Mercury  over  the 
Body  of  the  Sun,  the  leaft  we  can  gather  froni 
it  is  that  it  is  a  concurrent  Teftimony,  and 
more  immediate  Fore-runner  of  what  we  have 
©bferved  upon  the  great  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun; 
and  let  it  not  &e  wondred  at,  if  it  is  fucceed- 
ed  by  a  very  hard  Winter,  with  ftrong  Froft 
and  larger  Quantity  of  Snow  than  hath  been 
of  late  Years,  or  elfe  with  exceffive  Winds  and 

iiains. 

r5»* 

J\  • 


*  Probabiliffimum  eft,  omnes  Co- 
f  metas  efte  irati  Numinis  linguas, 
4  &•  malorum  fecuturorum,  ut  ira 
*DEI  avertatur,  nuntios.  Eft  u- 
4  panimis  Philofophorum,  Aftrologo- 
4  rum,  Hiftoricorum  fenlus,  &  recep- 
4  tiffima  jam  inde  ab  omni  svq  moc- 

*  talium  fere  omnium  opinio,  exem- 
4  plis  innumeris  confirmara.  Ridendi 

*  ergo  qui  contendunt,  Cometas  non 

*  magis  infelicitatem  quam  felicitatem 

*  portendere,  eo  quid  aliqui  Cometas 

*  faufti  fuerint  aliquibus  Principibus, 
4  quas  enumerant  :  quafi  vero  illi  ig- 
4  ft  non  magis  regnis  ac  populis  la- 

4  ftuofij 
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‘  ftuofi,  quam  Principibus  illis  fauftt 
‘  illuxerint. 

6  Hinc  deducts  quid  de  nojlro  Cometa.  de 
‘  quo  difceptata  eft,  fiatuendum. 

P.  CASPARI  SCHOTT  I, 
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